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A Religious Paper of the above name is to be 
issued weekly in this city, by an Association of 
Gentlemen. Its design, as intimated in the title, is, 


by those who are denominated 
in 
of Religious In- 
of all who love 
prayer to Gop is, 


rendering it an interesting medium 
telligence—worthy of the patro 
Zion, and whose heart’s desire 
that sinners may be saved. 
This i for the discussion of such sub- 


. 
. os 
. 


Church, and on the world—the means of promoting 
them—the various difficulties either , em- 
barrassing, or effectually terminating the e | 
pular prejudices and objections against such excite- 
ments, &c. &. , 

With regard to doctrinal character, this ‘paper 
stands pledged for decision. both in defining-and qe- 
fending those truths which are of vital importance, 
in order to the safety and enlargement of the Church. 
Such controversial discussions as tend to elicit the 
truth, if clothed in the language of kindness, and 
temperately conducted, will meet with a cordial re- 
ome. 

les sustaining these two prominent features, 
the Evangelist 1s devoted to all such Religious 

Intelligence as shall be furnished in the growing pros- 
perity of the various institutions which this age of 

benevolence has brought into action. Tt will advocate 

fearlessly, the Bible, Tract, Missionary, Education, 

Temperance, Sabbath, and Sabbath Schoo] Institu- 
tions. 

For such a paper, there have been frequent and 
imperious demands, especially in those sections of 
the church which have been favoured with “ seasons 
of refreshing fromthe presence of the Lord.” In an- 
swering these demands, the Evangelist contemplates 
a field of usefulness, interesting, and to a great de- 
gree unoccupied. 

With these objects in view, the conductors of this 

per, without intending to interfere with other Re- 
fiptous Journals, most devoutly hope, that their efforts 
will be conducive tothe enlargment of Christ’s King- 
dom; and be greatly instrumental of ushering in that 
= era of Revivals, when ‘‘a nation shall be 

orn in a day.” . 

Clergymen. and others will confer a special favour 
in contributing such original communications as com- 
port with the.character of this paper. 

New York, March 1, 1830. 


TERMS. 

THE NEW YORK EVANGELIST will be furnished to 
single Subscribers for $2 50 per annum, in advance. 
Any person who will procure eight subscriptions, and 
forward the money for the same, shall receive a ninth 
copy gratis. ‘ 

ompanies of ten or more, paying in advance, shall 
receive the paper for $2 per annum, each. 

Clergymen, who will forward four subscriptions, 
paying in advance, shall receive a fifth copy gratis. 

*,* All Communications relating to the Ev 
miay be addressed to N. C. Saxton, No. 28 Exchange 
Place, 2 doors from William Street. 
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For the Evangelist. 
NEW HAVEN DIVINITY. 


Mr. Editor—As you offer your paper to be the 
vehicle of a thorough discussion and earnest de- 
fence of the general system of doctrines. called 
calvinism, without pledging yourself to the ex- 
clusive support of any particular modification of 
the calvinistic faith, I should be glad to occupy a 
little space in your columns, with the subject 

at the head of this article. I will pre- 

mise that New Haven Divinity is a general sys- 
tem, of which the leading principles are embraced 
by many, while no one would wish to be an- 

* gwerable for all the minute explanations, and 
rticular statements of the others. What cal- 
vigist would pledge himself to defend every thing 
is said by calvinistic writers? That only is 
properly called calvinism which calvinists as 
‘a class. I will also add that we hold as firmly as 
any of our brethren, the cardinal facts of the 
evangelical system, the proper Deity of Jesus 
Christ, and of the.Holy Ghost, total depravity 
arising from Adam, universal predestination of 
events, eternal election to salvation, regeneration 
ba a special and predestined influence of the 

‘oly Spirit, justification only by faith in Christ, 
perseverance of all the regenerate, everlasting 
punishment. of. tue impenitent. These facts 
‘we hold to be fundamental points in the gos. 
pel system. In regard to the firmness with 
which we hold these facts, the earnestness with 
which we ) Sauleate them, and the practical im- 
portance which we attach to them, I su we 
do not fall ohind any other calvinists. W ith 
these remarks, I proceed as briefly as I can with 
propriety, to give your readers a simple answer 
to the oft-proposed question, “What is New- 
Haven Divinity?’ ° ONE OF THEM. 

FREE AGENCY. 

The leading peculiarity of New Haven Divi- 
nity, if it has any thing peculiar, respects free 
agency. They hold that man is by his constitu- 
tion e con, rune of choosing between a 
given thing and its opposite, le of originat- 
ing actions good and bad, c both of sorting 
God and of dishonoring him, obeying his word 
and rebelling against him. They differ on this 

int, from the followers of Dr. Emmons, who 
Pold that God works in men in all their moral ac- 
tions, good or bad ; on the ground that it is a con- 
tradiction to suppose creatures to be capable of 
originati gery bora They differ on the 
other hand from the Methodists, who hold that it 
is bestowed through Jesus Christ, which 

es men free agents, capable in themselves of 


_ * ° doing whatever God requires them todo. 


freee agency, or perfect power toa given 

choice and ie opposite, os New a ditine 
as a point. ; ey suppose 

men are not accountable any farther than 
they aré able both todo what is required, and to 
leave it undone. In other words, ability is the 
measure of accountability. Thus Christ repre. 
sents the nobleman, as distributi 
talents,” i. €. ibi and opportunities 
“to serve him, “to every one according to his 
several ability.” Of course men are not under 
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g to his servants | and 


Of course also, taking the justice of God into 
view, whatever he requires or commands of men, 
we thence know they have a perfect ability for. 
We consider this as, in fact, the fundamental 
point of all knowledge on moral subjects. That 
which’ alone can lay the foundation for moral 
ity in any exercise, whether right or wrong, 
Ppp ee Ability to do differently. “J might 
have done otherwise,” is a reflection which is the 
indispensable ingredient of all self-reproach, and 
all repentance, as well as of all just commenda- 
tion or reward. Who thinks himself justly pun- 
ished for'a thing, when he could not help it? 
Who thinks of jess gee | his neighbor for a 
thing, when he could not help it? 
I suppose a large majority of calvinists in this 


ly} country and in England, hold that men have by 


their constitution, an ability to do what God re- 
quires, They also often preach and labor to per- 
suade men, just as if they thought sinners were 
able, and ought to do what God requires: ‘The dis- 
tinction between natural and moral inability, which 
has kept the calvinistic system from the rock of 
antinomianism, implies this. But we think this 
distinction has not been perfectly carried out, 
even by those that hold it. The views of the 
New Haven divines recognize the natural ability 
as complete and perfect, while we think others, 
even Edwards and Dwight, have stopped short 
of completing their system in regard to this grand 
point, for fear of being accused of Arminian- 
ism. The difference of the New Haven theo- 
logians from these, is not very great. It respects 
chiefly the inferences which are to be drawn 
from the doctrine of natural free agency, and the 
manner in which this truth is to be applied in ex- 
plaining and modifying other doctrines of reli- 
gion; and the difference arises from the idea 
that we have adopted a juster definition of what 
constitutes free agency. From this view of it as 
embracing a perfect ability to the given deter. 
mination and its opposite, it follows that nothing 
in men is sinful, but that which they have done, 
having at the same time the ability to avoid, and 
which they ought not to have done ; and nothing 
is holy, but that which fhey have done, and which 
they ought to have done, having at the same time 
the ability to avoid doing it. This is indeed the 
cardinal difference between morals and me- 
chanies, an ability to have produced the opposite 
result to that which is actually produced. When 
men run to evil, they have a perfect ability to run 
the other way. This is moral, and therefore ac- 
countable. When saints run to do the com. 
mandments of God, they have a perfect ability to 
run the other way. This is moral, and therefore 
accountable. When water runs down a hill, it 
has no ability to run the otherway. This is me- 
chanical, and therefore has no accountability. 
So fundamental is this to, all just conceptions 
respecting moral subjects, that we hold that very 
doctrine, an“: every statement of doctrine, which 
is in the least degree actually inconsistent with 
the doctrine of a perfect ability in men to do and 
to neglect all that God requires them to do, is so 
far erroneous, and isto be givenup. We cannot 
admit any moral truth which we see to be con- 
trary to this, because there is no other moral 
truth of which we have so’ high evidence as of 
this. 
This doctrine of frée agency, that men are ac- 
countable only for what they do or neglect to do, 
and in precise proportion to their ability to do 
and to neglect, has been supposed to militate with 
certain received tenets in regard to infants, to re- 
generation, to election, to God’s decrees con- 
cerning sin, and to the mode and the end of 
preaching the gospel. These difficulties it has 
been the aim of our writers to remove, by show- 
ing the bearing of our cardinal] doctrine upon 
these several subjects, and its consistency with 
all the great parts of orthodoxy. These applica- 
tions and explanations have differed in several 
particulars, from those which have been gener- 
ally received ; and it is this difference, in appli- 
cation and explanation, which has called forth 
the objections that have appeared before the 
public. Their own explanation of a doctrine 
being, in the minds of the objectors, identified 
with the doctrine itself, they have been disposed 
to regard our abandonment of a current hypothe- 
sis or explanation, as equivalent to an abandon- 
ment of the faith, on which our own hope rests 
no less than theirs. 
Every objection published, has related to some 
application of this great doctrine of free agency ; 
and odium and alarm have been excited by 
urging the discrepancy between some of these 
explanations and the popular phraseology of di- 
vines; and the reasou why no more progress has 
been made by the discussion, is that the objec- 
tors have “ flown at the lesser game” of inciden- 
tals and inferences, but have not even looked at 
the great cardinal point of our system, viz: that 
man, by his constitution is a free agent, and able 
to do and to neglect, every thing that God re- 
quires. When the incorrectness of this defini- 
tion is shown, or the inconclusiveness of our 
general deductions from this definition, respecting 
sin and holiness are proved, then something 
will have been accomplished in this debate. 
Until this point comes into discussion, we beat 
the air. J. 


For the Evangelist. 
THE INFLUENCE OF NAMES. 
Mr. Editor—I perceive in No. 14 of the Evan- 
gelist, an extract from another paper, by which 
it appeared that the writer was quite alarmed, 
lest your paper should turn out to be the vehicle 
of Arminianism in disguise. From the spirit 
manifested by that writer, one would suppose 
that Arminius and Calvin were really standards, 
the one of truth, and the other of error ; and that 
each was, and now is, the standard of truth, while 
at the samé@ time, he is at the very extreme of 
etror; all this according to the different estima- 
tions of their pretended followers. Such is the 


even now, that to go beyond them, would be 
heresy ; to fall behind them would be the same ; 
to differ from them, would be deemed pre- 
sumption and wickedness. How long will men 
and Christians love to be bound in chains, and 
devote themselves fo voluntary slavery? How 





any obligation, beyond their ability to perform. 


long shall those two names, Arminius and Calvin 


such and such things, or determined to do thus 


person, “ Jesus 


estimation in which these men are held, by many, 





operate as spells or charms, to lead men blindfold, 
they know not where? How long will they do as 
Cowper said, “‘ Swallow the total grist, unsifted, 
husk and all?” 

Sir, for one, I should be very sorry if the Evan- 
gelist should turn out to be of such a character, 
as to be worthy to be called by either of those 
names. I do not mean by this, to speak against 
those men. Probably both of them held some 
things that were right, and some things that were 
wrong. But they lived long ago—the separation 
between Protestants and Papists had but recently 
taken place, and it is not tobe supposed that ei- 
ther of them had reached the standard of perfec- 
tion in doctrine. It is not supposeable that they 
understood every thing which is revealed in the 
Scriptures; and if not, it would be manifestly 
improper to call either of them father. If they 
did not understand and teach every thing con. 
cerning doctrine, then innovations, changes, im- 
provements must take place ; and has there been 
no time, room, nor occasion, for-an increase of 
doctrinal knowledge since theirdays? If not, 
why shall “‘ many run too and fro, and knowledge 
be increased ?” and why such pains as are taken 
by all evangelical denominations at this day, to 
make people, especially the rising generation, 
wiser and better than their forefathers have been? 
If Calvin or Arminius understood every thing, 
then, having reached their standard, there is no 
room for us to “grow in the knowledge of 
Christ.” But ifthey did not know all that is to 
be known of doctrine, why should we, who live 
near three hundred years later, be called Calvin- 
ists or Arminians? And why should the Evan- 
= be called a Calvinian or Arminian paper ? 

f that paper was established forthe special pur- 
pose of defending particularly the tenets of either 
of those men, | am sorry: that it was ever pub- 
lished ; sorry that I have done any thing to pro- 
mote its circulation—sorry that my name is on 
the list of subscribers. 

I understood from the prospectus that it was 
established for a free, full, and independent dis- 
cussion of doctrine, and if it do not answer to this 
character, and redeem its pledge, [ shall not en- 
courage it. I shall think that the public, and I 
too, have been imposed on; that our confidenee 
has been abused; andeit may be, that in future I 
shall discourage it. 1am willing that a part of it 
should be devoted to religious news and passing 
events; but I am got willing that it should degen- 
erate into a mere religious newspaper. As such, 
it is not needed. We have enough of such pa- 
pers already, and their editors having learned 
their trade, can easily furnish us with all that is 
needed of this kind, and many of them at a cheap. 
er rate than the Evangelist. Be pleased, dear 
sir, to insert these remarks, and then publish the 
following. 


ON PREDESTINATION. 


We have long been taught that the foreknow- 
ledge of God rests (not in'the order of time, but in 
the order of nature,) on his eternal purpose. The 
eternity of his purpose it is useless to deny; for 
it is expressly asserted in his word ; we might as 
well deny the eternity of hisGodhead. But I am 
not prepared to admit that his knowledge is based 
on his purpose’; for this implies that he purposed 
without knowledge, at any rate without using his 
knowledge ; while at the same time it is admitted, 
and cannot without folly be denied that his know- 
ledge is as old and as extensive as his purpose. 

Suppose a man or an angel should purpose to 
do a thing or things, without using stch know- 
ledge as he has or may have, he would purpose 
at a venture, and in so doing, he would be as 
likely to purpose or determine to do that which is 
wrong, which ought not to be done, as he would} 
be to purpose or determine that which is right, 
which ought to be done, Besides, if he had 
knowledge, or might have it, and did not use it, 
he would do wrong in laying aside the use of 
knowledge. If his capacity were.enlarged, and 
his knowledge increased a thousand fold, it would 
still be the same, with this exception, the greater 
the knowledge, the greater guilt for not using 
it. Now let the mind be enlarged to any extent, 
even to infinity, and the case is still the same ; 
for knowledge not ysed, is no better than igno- 
rance or no knowledge; and to possess know- 
ledge and not use it when occasion requires, is 
wrong in any being; it is like hiding a talent in 
the earth. Thus-much for common sense. 

But when I look at the Scriptures and inquire 
what God has spoken on this subject, I find that 
the knowledge of God, his foreknowledge, so 


called, (probably by way of accommedation to | P 


our weakness, ) is represented as the basis of his 
purpose, or as the reason why he predestinated 


and 80. God said to the Jews (Isa. chap. 48,) 
“Because I knew-that thou art obstinate, und 
thy neck as an iron sinew, and thy brow brass, I 
have from the beginning, declared it to thee, lest 
thou shouldest say, mine idol hath done them ; my 
moulten image hath commanded them. They 
are created now, and not from the beginning, lest 
thése shouldest say, behold I knew them.” Here 
the knowledge which God hadgof what the Jews 
would do, is assigned as the reason why God did, 
and chose or purposed to do as he did. 

Again, it seems impossible that any being 
should purpose or determine any thing without 
knowledge, and without using it; and when pre- 
destination is spoken of in the Bible, it is ever 
done in such a manner as to imply the use of 
knowledge. ‘Having predestinated us to the 
adoption of children, by Jesus Christ, to himself, 
according to the good pleasure ot his will to the 
praise of the glory of his grace.” Here Chris- 
tians are said to be predestinated to a certain 
thing, “the ay of children” by a certain 

hrist,” and for a certain reason, 
“to the glory of his. ;” Allthis implies the 
me accurate knowledge, and the proper use 
of it. , 
Again, it is said that Christians are “ elect ac- 
to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedi- 
ence, and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ.” 
“For whom he did foreknow, he also did pre- 
destinate tobe conformed to the image of his Son. 
Moreover, whom he did predestinate, them he also 
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taken as the basis or ground of election and pre- 
destination, and when God has revealed what is 
fact, it is wisest and safest to abide by his deci- 
sion. 


GOD, HIS KNOWLEDGE, AND PURPOSE. 


The eternity of God’s existence will be admit- 
ted by all who admit his present being. His ex- 
istence is without beginning. He therefore ex- 
isted ages without measure, before (as we speak) 
he began creation, let creaiion have been begun 
whenever it may. It hada beginning ; therefore 
its commencement must have begn jnfinitely 
later (as we count duration) than the existence of 
him, who never began to be. The mind of God, 
therefore, was employed eternally in surveying; 
and in cent ting systems of creation and 
government before he began to cregte and to 
govern. 

- The knowledge cf God is infinite, is unlimited, 
and always has been. It has always been so 
great that it could admit of no addition. He has 
always known all that he now knows, and all that 
he ever will know. His purpose therefore may. 
as well be (so far as creatures are concérned,) 
eternal as temporal—without beginning as with. 
Besides, as his understanding is infinite, and as 
he had eternally surveyed and compared all sys- 
tems of creation and government, which his mind 
can embrace, he certainly knew before he cre- 
ated any, which of all possible systems was and 
would be best. 

The goodness of God is also infinite or unli- 
mited, and always hasbeenso. ‘The state of his 
heart or affections has always been such that he 
would prefer the best system of creation and 
government which could be brought into exis- 
tence. ‘To suppose otherwise, is to suppose that 
God has not done as well as he could ; is to sup- 
pose him deficient in goodness ; is to suppose that 
God is not perfect. 

It follows therefore, as an irresistible conclu- 
sion or an unavoidable inference, that God has 
chosen and brought into being the best system of 
creation and government that he possibly could. 
He could neither create nor govérn any better 
than he has done. But there is much, very much 
evil in the system of creation and government 
which God has chosen and produced. The evil 
is both natural and moral, and the amount of evil 
is incalculable by all but God himself. It follows 
therefore, that the evil was and is unavoidable; 
that God could not create and govern an empire 
as it became a God to do, and shut out the evil. 
He certainly had goodness and power enough to 
shut out or prevent the evil, if that could have 
been done with consistency or propriety. Butit 
has not been prevented: hence the inference that 
God could not in wisdom and righteousness pre- 
vent the evil, andif not, then there was no way to 
avoid the evil but by refusing to create and gov- 
ern. 

But God has created, and does govern, and the 
evil still exists, and much of it always will exist. 
It follows then that God saw that it would be 
better to create and govern notwithstanding the 
evil, than not to.create and govern at all. God 
has chosen or purposed this system rather than 
none ; and as he is infinitely good, he has chosen 
or predestinated it for the sake of the good that is 
in it. The evil he swears he has no delight in ; 
he declares that he abhors it. 

How then has God purposed or predestinated the 
evil that is and ever will be in his empire? He 
has purposed or determined it because he could 
not avoid its admittance without deviating from 
infinite wisdom and rectitude. He suffers it be- 
cause he cannot righteously and wisely prevent 
it. He has admitted it because he could do no 
better. This is consistent with infinite abhor- 
ence of it. 

These things being so, there is no decree or 
purpose, or predestination which interferes, or 
can interfere with the perfectly free and moral 
agency or action of creatures. God knew those 
evils would necessarily be, and be just what they 
are, if he produced and governed an empire. In 
this case also, the knowledge of God is the basis 
or foundation of his purpose, and creatures aro 
perfectly at liberty to obey and be happy, or to 
disobey and be miserable. If they obey, their 
obedience will be righteousness, and the reward 
will be theirs. If they transgress, their trans- 

ression is their sin, and the wages (though they 
be death) will be truly and justly theirs. ‘There- 
fore if any go to hell, the fault will be their own. 
God has done and still does all that he can in 
righteousness, to prevent their destruction—to 
romote their salvation; and thus he saith to his 
professing people, “* What could have been done 
more to my vineyard that I have not done in it ? 
Wherefore, when I looked that it should bring 
forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes?” This 
view of predestination being perfectly consistent 
with the free agency of creatures and with the 
goodness of God, is also consistent with the most 
sincere offer of pardon to the penitent—of justifi- 
cation to the believer. There is no insincerity in 
offering a favor to him who needs it, when he is 
free to accept it or reject it, even though the 
offerer knows that the person to whom it is offer- 
ed, will refuse it. 

This view of predestination is perfectly consis- 
tent with an infinite desire in God to save the 
non-elect. He does not save them, because he 
cannot save them without injustice ; without 
ckasing to be good. He is therefore as good and 
lovely in the destruction of Pharaoh, as in the 
salvation of Paul. 

This view of predestination perfectly accords 
with the use of means with sinners of every con- 
dition, elect or non-elect. God does all he can 
for them, and if they perish, they must bear the 
blame. 

This view of predestination also perfectly ac- 
cords with those strong desires which God ex- 
presses for the happiness of those who will be 
forever unhappy, saying “ O that they were wise, 
that they understeed this, that they would con- 
sider theirlatter end.” It is perfectly consistent 
with the tears and exclamations of Jesus when 
he wept over Jerusalem, and pronounced its aw- 
ful doom. 

This view of predestination perfectly accords 
with the doctrine of universal atonement, or an 





called.” In these scriptures foreknowledge is 


universal propitiation for the sins of the world, 
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andon this ground Jesus died as truly for thosé,, 
that will be lost as for those who will be saved. 
It is equally consistent with -universal charity in 
God, and with @he most rigid observance of jus- 
tice. *Indeed it clears the Almighty of all thoge 
aspersions which systematizers have thrown upoir 
his character; it shows him to be “ altogether 
lovely,” and sinners to be altogether wicked in 
their opposition tohim. It perfectly agrees with 
scripture and common sense. I therefore be- 
lieve it is a correct representation of facts, and 1 
wish you to publish it. Yours. SENEX. 


PRESBYTERIAN GOVERNMENT. 

A writer in the Western Luminary has suggested 
an important thought respecting Presbyterian govern- 
ment. It is commended to the serious consideration 
of Presbyterians generally, that the question thus 
raised, may be -settled by the proper authorities be- 
fore it exciteS uneasiness in the churches. ‘ 

“ Has anyminister, whois unconnected with a par- 
ticular congregation, a right to participate in the 
government of the church? [I think he has no such 
right, and to permit him to do so “is contrary to the 
very spirit of the republican principle upon which: 
the Presbyterian church is organized.” 

Ordination confers the power to preach the gospel, 
and administer the ordinances. An election by the 
people confers the power to govern. When an or- 
dained minister is elected by the members of church 
to be their preacher, and he accepts, he thereby isen- 
titled to govern in this church, during the time for 
which he is elected, whether for one year, or an in- 
definite period; and he becomes a member of the 
Presbytery, as the standing representative of that 
church. The session have also the right to choose 
one from among the Elders, to represent their church 
in conjunction with their minister. The General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church represents in one 
body “all the particular churches of this denomina- 
tion” in the United States. Presbyteries and Synods 
are composed of “‘ the Overseers and other rulers of 
particular churches.” 

“The church being divided into many separate 
congregations, these need mutual counsel and assis- 
tance, in order to preserve soundness of doctrine, 
&c.; hence arise the importance of Presbyterial and 
Synodical assemblies.” It being impracticable for 
all the members of those separate congregations to 
mect in those assemblies, they therefore send their 
representatives. These I understand to be “ the 
republican principles upon which the Presbyterian 
church is organized,” and they are agreeable to the 
word of God and our confession of faith. 

Qur Bishops are Bishops of particular churches ; 
we have no Diocesans, who have authority to govern 
all the churches in the bounds of a Synod or Presbyte- 
ry, when it is not pretended that they have the right 
to govern in any one church. 

If our ministers were not permitted to exercise gov- 
ernment without being connected with a church,. 
we would be secured from that misrule, which always 
attends a usurpation of power. ; 

May we all see clearly the path of our duty, and 
walk in it. 

These numbers are not intended to apply exclu- 
sively te West Lexington Presbytery. PHILO.” 


ie 

A FEW THOUGHTS ON A MUCH AGITATED SUBJECT. 

The depravity of infants, it is believed, is a subject. 
which is but imperfectly understood. I am one, Mr. 
Editor, who is dissatisfied with the conclusions to 
which some of our brethren, if I understand them, 
have come upon this point. The opinion that they 
are neither sinful nor holy, I cannot, for myself, re- 
concile with the scriptures. If such be their charac- 
ter, they cannot be saved by Christ nor be indebted 
to him for their salvation, and I am unwilling to ex- 
clude them from the company, the employments, and 
the joys of the redeemed. It does not relieve the 
subject in my mind, to say that they are saved “by 
way of anticipation.” Why may they not be pun- 
ished by way of anticipation, as justly as saved 
through grace by anticipation? Is it. just to punish 
them for being exposed to commit sin when it is by 
no act of their own, if they have never done it? Nei- 
ther am 1 willing, on the other hand, to say that in- 
fants have sinned befure they had a being, unless it 
be in the sense mentioned by the editor of the Phila. 
delphian.* He supposes that all men have sinned in 
Adam, not personally, but representatively; and in- 
timates that there is an important distinction in these 
cases; but as he has not told us how great the per- 
sonal guilt is of sinning by representation, or whe- 
ther the punishment is to be personal, or by repre- 
sentation, I am not satisfied with what he has said on 
the subject. 

It is often asked ‘“* Whether it is possible for a being 
to violate a law, of which he has no knowledge?” ‘To 
this question, for aught I can see, we are compelled 
to answer in the negative. But is there not a senti- 
ment implied or taken for granted in it which ought 
not to be admitted? Is it not taken for granted that. 
this knowledge, or any thing equivalent to it, cannot. 
exist in the minds of infants? It is undoubtedly true,. 
that they cannct know that there is such a command 
as this: ‘‘ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, &c.” on the pages of the Bible. But it is 
equally true that the heathen are not in the possession. 
of this knowledge; and yet the apostle tells us that 
without this knowledge they may sin and perish? 
Now on what principle does he conclude that these 
heathen are without excuse and may perish? “ For 
when the gentiles which have not the law, (the written 
law) do by nature the things contained in the law, 
these having not the law, (the written law) are a law 
to themselves; which show the work of the law 
written upon their hearts.” From this passage it ap- 
pears that there is created in every mind the impres- 
sion of a principle, or a law, such as will render sin- 
ners ‘‘without excuse” if they do not the things 
contained in the written law ; and according to the 
apostle’s description of its operation, it answers to 
what some intellectual philosophers mean by*‘ moral 
sense.” ‘Their consciences also bearing witness. 
and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else 
excusing one another.” It cannot be objected to this 
sentiment that it disproves the doctrine of total moral 
depravity, as it is plain that an impression upon the 
intellect with which there is no compliance in the 
heart, has nothing in it of a moral nature. Against 
this impression, the impenitent sinner is borne along 
by the desires 6f a depraved heart. By pursuing this 
course, this impression of the law becomes more and 
more obliterated, and its influence on the heart enfee- 
bled. As acorroborating fact, that this is the mean- 
ing of the apostle, the scriptures speak of regenera- 
tion, or the renewing of the mind by the Holy Spirit, 
as“ writing the law upon the heart.” Before it was 
written upon the mind, but in this change it is written 
upon thehontt. Now the bearing of this on the case 
of infants is easy to be seen. Infants must be the 
subjects of this impression, and must be guilty of vi- 
olating its dictates. The inquiry now is, whether the 
trial upon this principle in the case of an infant, can 
be such as to render everlasting punishment just, on 
condition of continued disobedience? It may be 
thought to be very plain, that this question can be an- 
sweted only in the negative, but I trust. it can be 





* See the Philadelphian for April 16. 1830 
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shown to be just, upon principles which are’ tniver- 
sally admitted. er ; 

ib aay de there is a vast pec ma the 

wledge of such as all believe may be justly con- 
yes if they do not repent. Some scarcely have 
m definite idea of the meaning‘of the word “law,” or 
ofthe temor of any of the divine requirements ; 
_while others have the mind of a Newton, and can do 
far toward weighing the immense motives, pre- 
eed ore men to induce obedience. Now is it 
universally conceded, that the former have as 
just a trial, and if they continue impenitent, may be 
as justly condemned, as the latter ! n it is true that 
cr ated blameworthiness is not in proportion.to the 
ledge of the agent, and that all that is requisite to 
ive him a fair and just trial, is an impression that 
: a course is right and its opposite wrong. What 
more than this is known by many who manifest a peni- 
tence,deep and undoubtedly genuine? Have we any evi- 
dence but that such an impression may exist on the 
minds of infants ? 
in i back toward the commencement of 
time, and examine the attainments of such as lived in 
the first ages, we are compelled to conclude that their 
knowledge consisted in but little if any thing more 
than this, certain things are commanded and others 
JSorbidden. Still it is admitted that their trial was 
sufficient to test their characters ; that although they 
might have had no knowledge of a future state, and 
very limited notions of a God, yet they had an op- 
portunity to show whether they were willing or un- 
willing to do what they knew to be right. Is it not 
obvious from these remarks that an impression on the 
mind, or a conviction that one thing is right and ano- 
ther wrong, and a yoluntary compliance with the one 
or the other, is sufficient to give a character to the 
heart? Here permit me to state a question for the 
reader to answer for himself. How far are we to be 
governed in the estimate we make of the guilt in an 
act of disobedience, by the knowledge of the agent, 
especially that which relates to the power, or great- 
ness, or wisdom of the being whose command is vio- 
lated, or to any of the consequences of obedience or 
ence? 

There is still another point of light in which we 
may look at this subject. The man who really de- 
sires to burn his neighbor’s house or take his life, from 

or for money, will find us not very ready to 
deduct from his guilt, because he has not sufficient 
knowledge to accomplish his purpose and prevent de- 
tection. The sinner that is displeased with the cha- 
raeter of God, cannot expect to find it set to his cre- 
dit, that he is not able to destroy him, or make him 
such abeing as he would like. He would gladly doit if it 
were in his power. Here let us inquire ~ old a child 
must needs be, toshow to us who can look only on the 
outward appearance that his heart is not pleased with 
God? If his opposition effect no more than he would 
be able to effect upon a rock of adamant as large as 
the earth with a feather, still it is active opposition to 
infinite . A disposition is shown, which, if it 
could be gratified, would ruin the universe; and as 
we have already seen, the child is not to be thanked 
that it has not the power. to accomplish its desires. 
On the whole, is it not most safe to conclude with the 
apostle, that all sin in consequence of the sin of Ad- 
am, and that they sin in the same sense in which they 
die—actively and personally Vermont. 

REMARK. 


Our respected correspondent from Vermont is se- 
quested to consider, 1. Whether natural death be any 
part of the legal punishment of sin? 2. Whether 
the apostle, in Rom. v. 12, and 14, referred to tempo- 
ral death at all, or whether he did not speak of that 
death which is the wages of sin? 3. What facts or 
scriptures we have to prove that God deals with in- 
fants as sinners? 4. If they are sinners, how they 
can be saved by Christ without believing on him for 
themselves, Mark xvi. 162 5. What difference it 
would make in our conduct, to know all about God’s 
designs in regard to infants? 6. Whether this whole 
inquiry is not bordering upon a presumptuous investi- 
gation of what God has designedly omitted to reveal ? 
“Secret things, &c.”’ Ep. Evan. 
AL SES EO ee PS 


REVIVAL DEPARTMENT. 


LETTERS ON REVIVALS—Addressed to a Clergyman. 
LETTE I. 
Reasons why revivals are not more frequent and 
powerful. 
Rev. and Dear Sir,— 

In my fist, the importance of revivals was consi- 
dered. If revivals are so important, the question 
naturally arises, Why are they not more frequent and 
powerful? All who believe in the infinite perfections 
of God, will feel assured that the answer to this ques- 
tion cannot implicate his character, or impeach his 
goodness. It is fully believed that reasons exist, in 
many, which furnish a satisfactory reply. 

1. Reasons existing in the unregenerate. 

Their enmity against God, their hatred of holiness, 
their love of sin, which are voluntary and governin 
affections ; their strong attachments to this world, 
their earnest desire and untiring pursuit of earthly 
pleasure, riches, honor and power; their unwilling- 
ness to have the means of salvation effectually used 
with them, to have divine truth pressed home to their 
conscience ; their opposition to the humbling, self-de- 
nying terms .of the gospel, its strict requirements, 
and holy rewards ; their pride of independence, and 
er to subject themselves to the laws of 
Christ’s kingdom ; and not unfrequently, their direct 
settled aversion to revivals, all stand opposed to their 
conversion, individually and generally, and stand op- 
posed, therefore, to revivals of religion. Impenitent 
sinners, then, should never feel that the Christian’s 

~neglect of -_, excuses their impenitence and unre- 
generacy. y, themselves, are in fault. By their 





» chosen course, they prevent their own conversion’; 


and by their own conversation, example, and authori- 
~ ty, they exert a powerful influence in moulding the 
sinful characters of others, and in preventing their 
sincere conversion to God. - ‘The sinner, then, should 
feel his-own responsibility and guilt, and remember 
that, > to his own Master he statideth yt falleth.”’ 

2. Reasons existing in the le of God. 

These may be compeclinetba ine neglects of duty, 
wrong views, and wrong efforts. Christians in their 
best state of religious feeling and action, are very im- 
perfect; how much more so, when they have declined 
in: every grace, and have wandered far from God. 
They often neglect those efforts, which would cause 
the chariot wheels of salvation to roll onward; and 
not unfrequently become stumbling blocks in the 


way. 

‘ Many who have hopefully been born again, neglect 
to profess their faith in Christ, and unite with his peo- 
ple, and take a decided stand, as Christians. By this 
means, their salutary influence and their power to do 
coe circumscribed by comparatively narrow limits. 


often, though unimtentionally, exert an influence | the 
en 


pouting unhappy, even while endeavoring to do good. 
As they aden take their stand on the side of 
Christ, impenitent sinners often consider their 

examples as the true offspring of morality, without 
vital religion ; and therefore conclude that morality, 
without regeneration and its fruits is amply sufficient 
to secure their utmost usefulness here, ms happiness 
to eternity. Such should feel that their neglect of 


= and effort, hinders a revival. 

Christians often prevent revivals, by lives 

of open ungodliness, which bring on religion, 

and tend to destroy the evidence of its reality, impor- 

tance, and power. They withhold those prayers, ex- 

amples, and efforts, which promote the work of God; 

exert an infifence most deplorably calculated to 

tum souls, and press them on faster, in their chosen 
sway to hell. 


may cal] down the frewn of 
heaven, harden the hearts of sinners, and prevent a 
revival, by neglecting to discipline delinquent mem- 
bers ; or by healing slightly those wounds from which 
Zion bleeds/and becomes corrupt, and abominable, in 
view of God and man, 

Christians generally, by neglecting those means by 
which under God they might secure the commence- 
ment and progress of a revival, are undoubted!y the 
guilty cause, with the impenitent, of procuring those 
seasons of moral dearth, when the rains and even 
dews of righteousness are withholden, when spiri- 
tual barrenness spreads around the tents of Israel, 
and withering desolation seems to threaten even the 
city of our God. 

Christians often retard the work of: revivals, by re- 
fusing to co-operate in the benevolent enterprizes of 
Christ’s \iegihn. Such do not contribute, as they 
ought, of their prayers, efforts, influence, and pro- 
perty, to send the Word of God, religious tracts, and 
the heralds of the gospel, to evangelize the world. 
They refuse their hearty co-operation in the measures 
used according to God’s Word, to reform the immoral, 
and reclaim them from Satan to God. Thus they lose 
the soul-cheering stimulus of benevolent effort, lock up 
their sensibilities in selfishness, become dead weights 
to Christian enterprise, and stumbling blocks to im- 
penitent sinners. In this connexion, I would refer 
especially tothe cause of Temperance. I shall speak 
from facts, presented in a section of one of our 
states, where revivals prepared the way for the cause 
of temperance, and where temperance efforts in re- 
turn, evidently prepared the way for succeeding revi- 
vals. ‘They were clearly, two branches of one great 
cause—the cause of Christ. Those Christians who 
were most ready for temperance efforts, were also 
most ready for revival efforts. Very few Christians 
who withheld their influence from the cause of tempe- 
rance, manifested any considerable interest in the revi- 
vals which succeeded ; and the few who came up to the 
work of the Lord, evidently came with an influence 
much impaired, and undoubtedly felt that they could 
not expect, from saint or sinner, that confidence which 
would have been reposed in them, had they heartily 
espoused the temperance cause. 


My dear sir, if you have such professors in your 
church, let me entreat you to labor faithfully with 
them—tell them, affectionately and kindly tel! them, 
that they are out of the path of duty—tell them that 
they themselves, and not temperance societies of 
which they complain, are preventing the progress of 
revivals. 

Revivals are often checked at their commencement, 
or during their progress, and sometimes completely 
destroyed, when the church withhold from their pas- 
tor their influence and prayers; when they refuse to 
co-operate in scriptural measures, employed to pro- 
mote the work; when they are vigilant to discover, 
and eager to publish any neglect or imprudence on his 
part; when they combine in a separate interest, and 
course of action independent of their teacher, and 
by their own peculiar views, blunt the edge of divine 
truth, which he wields in conversation and preaching. 
By these means the ranks of Israel are broken, and 
sinners who were turning their faces towards Zion, 
lose their confidence in their minister, and in Chris- 
tians generally, and turn back in stupid unconcern for 
their souls. 
whole parish is passed by, without the blessings of a 
revival, where members of the church have thus coun- 
teracted the ministry. A single speech of one fe- 
male against Moses, detained the whole camp of Is- 
rael a week—and the unadvised speech of one, among 
«the devout and honorable women,” may be followed 
with disastrous consequences, which eternity only 
shall fully unfold. 

A want of deep interest in the cause of Christ, and 
the salvation of sinners, is the general source of these 
evils among Christians. This is generally true—nor 
would I dare to say, that it is not true, in every case, 
where revivals are withholden, or checked in their 
progress, even too, among those who appear to be the 
most faithful and devoted Christians. 

Wrong views on revivals, moreover, prevail to a 
great extent in our churches. Some are so excecd- 
ingly afraid of excitement in a revival, that by their 
efforts to counteract what they deem enthusiasm, 
they soon quench the flame, that is kindling up under 
the Spirit of God. Undue excitement, doubtless, 
prevails frequently in revivals. A great change takes 
place when a church awakes from long and profound 
slumbers, and in brokenness of heart, returns from 
awful backslidings, to sincere devotedness in the ser- 
vice of Christ ; and when sinners, awakened by God’s 
Spirit to see their miserable, guilty condition, and 
their fearful prospects for eternity, in penitence and 
faith cast themselves on God’s mercy in Christ, and 
are checred “‘ with joy unspeakable and full of glory.” 
Where such a change takes place suddenly, in many 
persons, the excitement must, from the laws of the 
human mind, be very powerful. Much prayer, and 
effort, and divine assistance are then requisite, not to 
destroy this excitement, but to guide it into a proper 
course. If skilfully guided, it will _— promote 
the interest, prayers, and efforts of Christians, and 
the conviction and conversion of sinners. 

Many who are truly pious, and who would feel grie- 
ved at heart were their interest in revivals questioned, 
have such views on this subject, that they never én- 
gage effectually in revival efforts. Knowing the biess- 
ed truth, that revivals are the work of God’s Spirit, 
they resolve the whole matter into divine sovereignty, 
unconnected with human agency. They seem to for- 
get that the great Head of the church has appointed 
means to be used for her spirituality and increase ; 
and that the scriptures show, that sovereign grace, in 
regeneration, is displayed in a method ere Poo 
sistent with the freedom of man, as an intelligent 
being, and moral agent—in a method which demands, 
and employs his voluntary efforts. Such persons fear 
that if they make efforts for a revival, they shall as- 
sume the awful nsibility of taking this work out 
of God’s hands. They view revivals as the gift of 
God, which he in the exercise of this sovereignty, be- 
stows at his pleasure, with little or no regard to the 
exertions of his people. They feel.that they cannot 
expect a revival more than once in the course of se- 
veral years ; that oun Cogs something to do when a 
revivalis'in progress, that no special efforts of the 
church are demanded to secure its commencement. 
Efforts made to excite a revival, they consider most 
awfully presumptuous, interfering with the preroga- 
tive of divine sovereignty, calculated to rob Jehovah 
of his peculiar glory in this work, and to misguide, 
and deceive immortal souls. By such views, they 
pacify conscience in her demands for their Christian 
enterprise, and very quietly wait in indolent submis- 
sion, what they term God’s time fora revival. These 
views, when communicated to others, tend to paralyze 
Christian feeling, and effort ; to silence the fears and 
upbraidings of the awakened conscience ; and to 
cause the thoughtless sinner to wait, in stupid indif- 
ference, for divine sovereignty to bestow, unsought, 
the t git of saving grace. 
hy should Christians in their efforts to secure 
commencement and progress of revivals, be 
thought presumptuous? As well might the mechanic 
be thought presumptuous, in attempting to rear his 
building, since “ except the Lord build the house, they 
labor in vain that build it.” As well might the hus- 
bandman be deemed presumptuous in tilling his field, 
with the expectation of securing its increase, since it 
is divine power alone that rears and ripens the waving 
harvest. Has God ever told his people to wait inac- 
tive for a revival? Before the Christian ventures to 
pronounce these efforts presumptuous, he should 
weigh the subject well. Do not the institution of 
means and the nature of regeneration, the adaptation 
of divine influence to the capacities of moral agents, 
and the commands of God, demand of the Christian 
these efforts, and prove him guilty if he put them not 
forth ? Your very affectionate friend, 

' 3 A. R. A. 


A collectively, 





Often a family, neighborhood, or even | 


Extract.ofa letter from Br, Aanaed, to the editor of the New 
York Baptist Regieter, dated 
FRANKLIN, June 14, 1830. 


At acovenant meetije, Dec. 5, which was very numerous- 
lv attended, ace rable degree of pious feeling was mani- 
fosted. One ag? psister, since departed, when expressing 
her views and feelings, noticed the encouraging appearan- 
ces of the state of the cause of Christ among vs, and exhorted 
us to be engaged; adding that she had thought within the | 
last few days of the command which the Lord gave to David, 
“When thon hearest the sound of a going in the tops of the 
mulberry trees, bestir thyself.’ Two persons were presert 
who were under, very beavy exercises of mind, and we left 
the house of God much refreshed. 

The day following being our communion season, was a 
blessed day. One young lady obtained a hope in Christ, 
and by the following Sabbath eight more, chiefly young 
people who had been in great trouble of soul fur some days. 
It appeared like a resurrection from the dead. A spirit of 
fervent prayer began to prevail, conference mectings were 
crowded, tears of penitence flowed from the hearts of sin- 
ners, while the people of God wept for joy, and their hearts 
burned within them, while hearing the lambs of Christ, un- 
der the influence of their first love, relate the dealings of 
God with their souls, and admonish their young companions 
to “flee from the wrath to come!” The good work continued 
through the winter, and although it does not appear to have 
been go rapid and extensive as in some other places, yet we 
can say, “The Lord hath dene great things for us, whereof 
we are glad.” The Lord was not in the whirlwind, nor the 
fire, but in the small still voice. ‘Twenty have been buried 
with Christ by baptism, and united with us, of whom we 
Lave unquestionable evidence that they have passed from 
death unto life—chiefly young persons, who we hope will be 
“pillars in the house of the Lord, atid flourish in the courts of 
our God.” © 

There are several others who we expect will soon follow 
their example. Seven of the young people who have been 
baptized, are the fruits of a good work in a district school. 
Oh, may they continue to be taught in the school of Christ! 


REVIVAL IN ‘SCUTH BERWICK. 
Extract of a letter from Rev. Joseph Ballard, jr.dated South 
Berwick, Me. July 19, 1830. 


“This church became destitute of a pastor in January 
last, and continued thus till May, at which time I received a 
request to visit them. After preaching two Sabbaths, re- 
ceived a unanimous invitation from the Church and Society 
to settle with them, with which I have complied. Imme- 
diately on my second visit, I perceived evident symptoms of 
a work of grace. Many were convinced of sin, and made 
anxiously to inquire what they should do to besaved? It is 
about six weeks since this good work commenced, and at 1:0 
time has it appeared more interesting than at the present. 
Converts and inquirers are almost daily increasing. More 
than twenty have already obtained hopes in the pardoning 
mercy of God, and many more are deeply anxious. The first 
Sabbath in July, I baptized eight, and the same day they were 
added to the church. Yesterday I had the pleasure of bury- 
ing with Christ in baptism thirteen more, in the presence of 
a large and solemn assembly. Many appcared deeply af- 
fected. Others are expected to go forward in the same or- 
dinance the first Sabbath in August. Many of our Sabbath 
school teachers are sharers in this good work. 

This church has set examples worthy of imitation, in 
their steadfesiness in the cause of truth, in times of difficulty 
and trial, and in their late spirited exertions to erect a neat 
and commodions house for the public worship of God, with a 
vestry, and a bell weighing 1600 Ibs. cost. in all $9000; all 
of which are paid for. They are now reaping the reward of 
their labour, and returning to the Lord rejoicing, bringing 
their sheaves with them.”—Ch. Waich. 


EDUCATION DEPARTMENT. 





SELF-SUPPORTING SCHOOL, NO. II. 


Is it necessary that all ministers should be classi- 
cally educated ? 

In the Quarterly Journal of the American Educa- 
tion Society for July 1828, Professor Stuart has ex- 
pressed this sentiment :—* Let every Christian teach, 
so far as he has opportunity, what he understands 
himeelf.” After further remarks concerning the evan- 
gelical labors of —— brethren, he «says, “ The 
church needs teachers of all sorts ; teachers for high 
and low, for rich and poor, for learned and unlearned, 
for children and for adults. Why should she not 
have them? Is it not proper to aim at multiplying 
the number of able and earned teachers, as well as 
others?” p. 88. The whole article is an able, learn- 
ed, and triumphant plea for a learned ministry ; such 
as is contemplated in the plans of the American Edu- 


It will not do to think of having all the “sorts” of 


~.. 


teaching, but that of learned teachers, supplied by 
men not set apart to the ministry. The men who 
have to attend to secular concerns, cannot devote 
themselves to teaching ; they cannot prepare for such 
service efficiently, without neglecting other duties. 
It is plain that there must be “sorts” of ministers. 
And God has evinced his mind by blessing the labors 
of such a vast number of ministers, destitute of clas- 
sical learning,dn various denominations. The lead- 
ings of Providence, as well as the voice of poe & 
and the spirit of the New Testament, are clear 
against the idea that the world is to be kept destitute 
of saving light, while we are going on in the slow 
process of classical education, to provide the means 
of illumination. All the educated evangelical mi- 
nisters that can be mustered, are only as a few can- 
dles set here and there in a vast hall. They just 
show how dark the world is. 


PLINY FISK. 

This sensible and devoted missionary wrote 
a long letter to the editors of the New York 
Observer on the subject of theological education. It 
was dated at Beyroot in Syria, June 10th, 1824, and 
published in the Observer, Dec. 4th, of the same 
year. The following extracts are worthy of being 
deeply pondered. 

“The question, when we contemplate the prospects 
of the church, is not, how many well educated mi- 
nisters are there? but, how many evangelical minis- 
ters are there !—not, how many have received the 
honors of a college? but, how many have received 
the spirit of Christ ? 


the question has been decided by the degree of educa- 
tion and intellectual culture possessed by the indivi- 
dual: and consequently Arminians with all their 
frigid formality, and Arians and Socinians, with all 
their ae have been enumerated as competent 
ministers; while many, very many unlearned men, 
who know the truth as it is in Jesus, and preach it 
faithfully and successfully, though perhaps awkwardly, 
are rejected as unworthy to be enumerated among the 
ministers of Christ. Would Paul have made a clas- 
sification of ministers on this principle ? 

“The great body of Moravian, of Baptist, of Me- 
thodist missionaries, have gone into the field unlearn- 
edmen. But when or where has the church ever 
seen better soldiers, or more glorious successes ? 

“If the churches do not guard well against the 
pride of human learning, they have reason to fear 
that God will give them some awful lessons on the 
subject, that he may stain the pride of all glory, and 
bring into contempt all the honorable of the earth. 


land (Independents) is certamly much inferior to that 
of our clergy. The length of time spent in prepara- 


tists and Methodists have a few men among their 
ministers, who are more learned than any in the same 
denominations in America; but I know not whether 
this can be said of the great body of their preachers. 

“On whom is the church to rely principally for 
soldiers in the great enterprise of converting the na- 
tions? On those who may be converted in the won- 
derful revivals with which our country is blessed, and 
consequently forsake their shops and their farms, 
their ‘ships’ and their ‘nets,’ to go and preach the 
word of God. 

‘*T have known more ministers, who have impaired 
their usefulness by their ignorance of the common 
concerns of life, and of the customs and situations of 
their people, than by their ignorance of ‘Cesar’s 
Commentaries.’ 

“The habits of industry, order, temperance, and 
economy, which are formed while under paternal go- 


their own labor, are of great use to country ministers 
and missionaries, and I presume not at all injurious to 
ministers in any- station.” 


FOREIGN MISSIONARIES. 





cation Society. On the preceding page he had said, 

“Tdo not understand the society as expressing the | 
opinion that all who preach the gospel, must necessa- | 
rily be educated in the same manner.” And “all 

wish to see the number of faithful ministers greatly 

increased.” p. 87. 


In addition to what Mr. Fisk has said respecting 
the qualifications of the most who have gone as mis- 
sionaries to the heathen, I can state that the men 
from the Basle Seminary, who recently visited our 
country on their way to Liberia, had been but a short 
time in preparation for the work. One of them told 





In reading the article referred to, this inquiry arose 
in my mind: If* the church needs all sorts of teach- | 
ers,” why should all her combined energies be employ- | 
ed in providing only one sort ; to wit, classically edu- | 
cated ministers?” Ifshe needs other “ faithful’ la- | 
borers, “‘ why should she not have them,” and why | 
should she not adopt concerted, wise, and general | 
measpres to provide them? It is not that she does ; 
not need others, or that she cannot advantageously | 
employ any but classically educated men. Why 
should she not then educate systematically, those who | 
cannot avail themselves of classical advantages? 
Think then of the distressing cry which has gone up 
from all parts of the country, and from all our benevo- 
lent institutions, for men, men, MEN. ‘ The harvest 
truly ie plenteous, but the laborers are few: pray ye 
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send 
forth laborers into his harvest.” But of what value 
are our prayers, without corresponding efforts? It 
seems to me we ought to leave no stone unturned to 
supply this deficiency ; and that it is assuming a fear- 
ful responsibility to adopt rules or lay down princi- 
ples on this subject, not contained in the Bible, which 
through a fear of some possible evils, exclude wil- 
ling men from a work in which they might be 
useful. 

DR. SCOTT, 


That judicious and devoted servant of Christ has 
a remark, which bears directly on the point. 

“It is proper that some, or even many ministers 
should be classical scholars ; but I am of opinion that 
a good fund of general knowledge, connected with an 
accurate and enlarged acquaintance with the Bible, 
and with theology as a science, (all of which may be 
attained by one who understands his native language 
alone,) are far more useful in the pastoral office, in: 
general circumstances, than a moderate acquaintance 
with the languages can be. In short, [ would have 
two sorts of ministers; one so completely learned as 
to be able to meet the enemies of Christianity on that 
ground, and to be above them at their own weupons; 
the other, pastors of no other pretensions than to be 
scribes well instructed in the word of God and the 
thi of salvation. A smattering of Greek, 

tin, or Hebrew, procured by an adult at a great ex- 
pense of time, if not of money, that might be better 
employed, is seldom of much use, and frequently ren- 
ders the possessor conceited and dogmatical.”— 
Scott’s Life and Writings, N. Haven edit. p. 413. 

I do not think all these rémarks are applicable 
to our country. I believe it is highly important 
that ministers should generally be thoroughly edu- 
cated. But Doctor Scott's testimony is certainly 
of weight to show, that a very valuable amount 
of theological knowledge is attainable in the Eng- 
lish language alone. It is, also certain that of 
those who-enjoy the best privileges of education, very 
few become eminent critics, of capable at all of prose- 
cuting original investigations in sacred philology. 
Their learning ‘is an advantage, but the general ad- 
vantages of classical learning are not to be measured 
by those enjoyed by a few distinguished critics. The 
greater part, even educated divines, make use of only 
the results of other men’s inquiries. Nor is it to be 
expected that itshould be otherwise, amidst the mul- 
tiplied labors of modern pastors. And on the other 
hand, who does not know the skill in understanding 
the meaning of scripture, and even the tact at devel- 
oping the peculiar idioms of the Bible, which are often 
exhibited by plain men in our churches. How many 
learned ministers get some of their most rational and 
consistent expositions from intelligent deacons, and 
sensible * mothers in Israel,” Whose minds have been 
nurtured in the sincere milk of the word, until its phra- 








seology has become like their vernacular dialect. 


| government in the direction of their public schools, 


| house of God and listen to the messages of mercy, 


me it was only three vears since he left his joiner’s 
bench, and that in early life he had only an ordinary 
education. Mr. Anderson, the assistant secretary of 
the American Board, on his return from Greece, said, 
“It gave him pleasure to state, that in his travels he 
had met with several missionaries from ‘the Basle 
Seminarv; one at Malta, and two in Greece. He 
found them to be practical men, and gentlemen of in- 
telligence. One of them was employed by the Greek 


of which he was the superintendant.”’ 


ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


For the Evancelist. 
THE SABBATH. 

Mr. Editor,—In the 12th number of the Evangelist, 
a conscientious man proposes the question “Is it 
right for a professor of religion to tend gate where 
toll is taken on the sabbath?” ‘He might have asked, 
Is it right for any man to buy and sell and get gain 
on the Lord’s day? +Is it right for merchants, or me- 
chanics, or farmers to do worldly business, to sell 
their property on the sabbath? Is it right for sloops, 
or canal-boats, or steamboats to load and unload, to 
pay and receive pay on the sabbath? Is it right for 
owners of livery stables to hire their horses and re- 
ceive pay on the sabbath? Is it right for Post mas- 
ters to sell letters and papers on the sabbath? Is it 
right for those who own stock in turnpikes and 
bridges, in canals and rail-roads, to pay for their 
stock, or receive its interest on the sabbath? 

Those who respect God’s authority more than they 
do-their own unrighteous mammon, will find but little 
difficulty in answering these questions. God loves 
his commands as much now, as he did when he first 
pronounced them from the top of Sinai. Not one 
jot or tittle of the moral law shall fail, though heaven 
and earth pass away. He who said, ‘“‘ Remember the 
sabbath day to keep it holy,” meant just what he 
said. He who said “thou shalt do no manner of 
Work On the sabbath,” said also, “neither thou, nor 
thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy m#n-servant, nor 
thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor the stranger 
that is within thy gates.” The Lord anticipated all 
the selfishness with which this command would have 
to contend. This led him perhaps to draw the line 
so tight, that the treatment which the sabbath might 
receive from different men, would be a kind of ex- 
ternal badge, by which his friends and enemies 
could be distinguished. He knew that men would be 
tempted by their selfish interests to violate holy time ; 
but he wished, if they did it, to leave them inexcnsa- 
ble. For instance, God knew that farmers would be 
tempted to violate the sabbath in securing their crops; 
he therefore, to show that no ordinary business should 
be performed on the sabbath, said expressly, “in ear- 
ing time and in harvest thou shalt rest.” I have 
frequently wondered at the abominable hypocrisy of 
men, and of some professors of religion, in their pre- 
tensions to reverence the sabbath. Some are seen in 
the Lord’s house “ sitting as his people sit, and hear- 
ing his word,” while their boats are loading, or un- 
loading at their docks ; or while their steamboats are 
aiding God’s enemies in trampling under their feet his 
holy commands. Others attend church, while their 
horses and carriages are bringing them in more gain 
on the sabbath than on any other day of the week ; 
and while their hired servants are prevented from at- 
tending divine service by laboring to procure unrigh- 
teous mammon for their masters. (thers go to meet- 
ing, themselves and children, but their servants must 
stay at home to have their dinners, more sumptuous 
than ordinary, in readiness against their return. 
Others still, with much apparent sanctity, visit the 








“In estimating the number of competent ministers, | 


“ The education of the dissenting ministers in Eng- | 


tory studies is generally about three years. The Bap- | 


vernment, and preparing to support themselves by | 


while their publieans are gathering taxes “ at the re. 
ceipt of custom,” at the turnpike gates, even during* 
the holy hours of sabbath. ‘. 

Is not the command of God, which requires men 
to have their servants rest on the sabbath, as obliga. 
tory as that which.requires masters to rest? And ig 
| Not that part of the command, which requires men to 
jhave their ‘‘cattle” or horses do no work on the 
sabbath, as binding as that which requires the man 
himself to do none? The laws of men as well as the 
divine law, consider that to be q man’s own act, 
which he employs others to do. He who employs 
others to violate the sabbath is just as guilty as 
though he himself were the only actor in the viola- 
tion. Again are not the souls of servants as valua- 
ble as the souls of their masters? Yes, in many 
cases God takes the servant to heaven, while he 
frowns the master to hell. Well, if the souls of ser- 
vants are to be saved or lost, cught they not to have 
as good an opportunity to attend the means of grace, 
and secure their salvation, as others? Iam aware 
that those, whom this communication concerns, will 
{be looking at their sabbath-gains, and at what they 
;might expect to gain by their unlawful business. 
Their wages of unrighteousness seems great, and 
they hardly know how to give it up. But those who 
wish to “fear God and keep his commands,” will be 
willing to‘keep his commands, even though it cost 
something. The Israelites were required not only to 
rest on the sabbath, but also to rest one year in seven. 
On that year the poor and strangers might have the 
fruits of their fields and vineyards. Let those who 
own shares in turnpikes, &c., go and do likewise. 
The excuse that they will lose something if they 
;throw open the gates on the sabbath, is no better 
than that which might be made by almost every one 
who wishes toviolate the sabbath. It reminds me of a 
man of my acquaintance, who was strongly tempted 
;to work on the sabbath. The circumstances in which 
he was placed were these. He had a saw-mill, on a 
small stream which afforded water enough to carry 
his mill only a part of the year. There were logs in 
abundance about the mill, and he was a poor man and 
needed all that he could make. And as water was 
scarce, every drop was money to him. In the spring 
of the year and after rains, his dam was full, so that 
he and his boy could run the mill night and day with- 
out intermission. When the sabbath arrived, his, 
worldly interest and his son united in urging him t& 
‘keep the mill going. His son was quite engaged 
He said to his father, ** We can now save 





| about it. 
|all the water and keep the mill running; but if we 
; stop the mill, the water which is worth a half-dollar 
or more an hour, will be pouring over the dam, and 
will be so much clear loss to us.” This appeal from 
|the son was strong and pressing, and would have 
| overcome one of feebler resolution than his; but he 
| was a man who valued God’s favor more than money, 
and therefore remembered the sabbath day to keep it 
tholy. He, his son, and his mill rested the sabbath 
| day according to the commandment. E. D 


A DIFFICULTY. 


Messrs. Editors,—I have been in the habit, lately, 
|of hearing some of my Christian friends represent it 
| as the duty of every good man to pray in faith for the 
| salvation of all men; and urge to the performance of 
| that duty by assurance that if it should be performed, 
| the request would be granted, and all men would be 
converted. J have a difficulty to propose; it is this: 
Christ, in his human nature, was a perfect pattern for 
us. If it is our duty to pray in faith for the conver- 
sion of every individual, it was his duty. But he did 
all his duty ; and therefore prayed in faith for the con- 
version of every individual. But the prayer of faith 
is always granted, according to this new theory ; 
therefore every individual since Christ came in the 
flesh, has been converted. But this conclusion is con- 
trary to fact. Will not some of your correspondents 
who adopt the new theory, be so kind as to help me 
over this difficulty ? QuERIsT. 


For the Evangelist. 


TO WEALTHY PRESBYTERIANS_IN THE CITY OF 
NEW YORK. 
I address myself to you in particular, not because I 
; Suppose you more deficient in duty than rich men-in 
other denominations, but because my acquaintance 
lies more among presbyterian than other charches. 
The number of rich presbyterians in the city, and 
the extent of their wealth, is not accurately known. 
| Perhaps there might be a little difference of opinion 
respecting the amount of property which is necessary 
to entitle a man to the name of wealthy in the city. 
I will suppose it to be fifty thousand dollars. It would 
be interesting and useful to have a tabular view of 
the several presbyterian churches, filled up according 
to the following schedule, showing at once, the num- 
ber of churches ; the nmaber of rich. men in them; 
the amount of their wealth, i. e. their actual property 
over and above their debts ; their clear yearly income, 
including interest on government stocks, dividends 
on bank and insurance stocks, rents, rise in the value 
of real estates, interest on money loaned, whether on 
personal security or bond and mo » profits of 
trade, &c. ; reasonable yearly expenses for the support 
of their families, education and settlement of children, 
relief of poor relations, taxes, support of the gospel, 
&c.: amount given yearly for public benevolent ob- 
jects not strictly religious, such as Clinton Hall, col- 
leges, schools, Lenitae, &c.: amount given for pub- 
lic charities properly religious, for bibles, tracts, Sun- 
day schools, missions, education of ministers, &c. : 
probable amount of private charities, given according 
to the old rule, ‘“ Let not thy left hand know &c. estima- 
ted according to the known characters of the individu- 
als: amount lost yearly by the indulgence of a penurious 
disposition, under the rule, “‘ There is that withhold- 
eth more than is meet, and it tendeth to poverty :” 
nett amount yearly carried to the “ sinking fund,” 
which inevitably goes to sink their hearts from the 
enjoyment of God, and in the end to sink their souls, 
or the souls of their heirs, into the lake with other 
idolaters. Let some person in each congregation, 
well acquainted with the people, fill up the blanks in 
the following schedule. Or rather, let each one for 
himself, fill up his own part of the blanks. And let 
him be assured that if he shrinks from a true inven- 
tory, he will be doomed in the books of the great Judge, 
if not four-folded for his attempt at concealing his 
liabilities to the kingdom of Christ. 


No. of rich men, 
Amount of wealth 
in possession 
Clear annual in 
come. 
Reasonable yearly 
expenses. 
Publi: benevolence 
not religious. 
Religious charity. 
Private charity by 
estimation. 
Lost by penuri- 
ousness. 
“Sinking fund.’ 


Presbyterian 
Churches. 
Wall Street 
Cedar St. 
Scotch 
Brick 
Murray St. 
Pearl St. 
Tabernacle 
Laight St 
Broome St. 
Spring St. 
Eighth 
Blecker St. 
North 
Rutgers St. 
Bowery 
Allen St. 
Seventh 
Prince St. 


Total 18 + 
Iam not-going to hazard much by my conjectures 
respecting the result in the absence of positive testi- 
mony. I would make a statement far within bounds. 
lL estimate that in these 18 churches, there is property 
to the amount of twenty millions of dollars, held by 
two hundred rich presbyterian’ in this city ; and that 
the clear yearly income, including the rise of real 
estate, is at least six per cent on that amount, or one 





million two hundred thousand dollars. In all proba- 
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the truth would double this statement. 


less expenses, public charities, private 
withholding, and the “sinking fuad,” I 
even conjecture. All I wish is for each 
cerned, to ajtisfy himself and be prepared to sati 
n afew daysat 
divided right. oF: Conscience. 

» For the Evangelist. 
REMOVALS INTO THE CITY. 

Every year 


of these wander about from one 


most useless as members of Christ’s body. 
t nobto be. 


e are aware that reasons exist for the above 
course. Such professors say that no one takes no- 
tice of. them in any of the. churches ; that their aid 
does not appear to be wanted among so many pro- 
fessors ; that if they attempt to say or-do any thing 
they are looked upon as innovators ; and that they 

* cannot determine where to locate themselves in 
. churches where the preaching and course of action 
have been accustomed 
in these statements. 
Still we do not think that, at present, sufficient rea- 
themselves to 
ence and labors 
into joint-stock. There are churches in different 
parts of the‘city where a revival spirit exists, and 
religious man can find those 
who sympathize with him, and are desirous of friendly 
co-operation; where revival Christians can exert a 
happy influence ; where more labors arc needed ; and 
where the gospel is preached with simplicity and 
Such churches can be sought out; stran- 
gers can make arrangements to live near enough to 
attend them regularly ; they can make themselves 
known; and it will be their own fault if deprived of 
the joys and satisfactions of religion, and religious 


is so diferent from what t 
to. There is too much t 


sons exist for ;rofessors not joini 
some church, and throwing their 


operates ; where a truly 


power. 


friendships. A.S. 


ORIGINAL PARAGRAPHS. 


A WORD IN SEASON. 


Solomon tells us that a word in season is like apples of 
A Chriatian should be scattering 
Let every disciple of Christ 
er of ed = ao = 
intance, or travelin a stage coach, without letting his 
ortetly ‘ , Out oe the ee yas of 
a 
Christian feels as he ought he cannot but speak and write 
for Christianity on every fit occasion ; and such opportuni- 
ties are never wanting to one disposed to use them. He who 
troduce*religious conversation, or to 
let his light so shine as to de seen, ordinarily has not the love 


gold in pictures of silver. 
these golden apples profusely. 
determine never to write a 


rinciples and feelings known. z 
Pae heurt the mouth apeaketh, said our blessed Savior. 


finds it awkward to 


of Christ in him. 
THE RIGHT DIRECTION. 
Our Savior 


are the 


rest upon them. Itis so in every age, and every nation 


especially in this. The moral tendency is upwards. En- 
I in ople is iheking the whole mass 
spread, and pervade, and direct, 
and govern all. Infidels act upon this state of things. And 
Christians would act painny, as well as scripturally, 


ligtiening the common 
se. The poor rise an 


- if they imitated their examp: 
A PHILOSOPHICAL PREACHER. 


e. 


A worldly man began to taunt a celebrated preacher, and 
among othcr things told him it was true his congregation 
was large, but it was made up chiefly of servants and low 
the sagacious divine, “my 
church is composed of such converts as Jesus Chriet and 
apostles rained ; and as for servants, I had — be 
loyers. 
Why 80? inquired the man. ‘ Because,” observed the mi- 


ie. “I know it is,” sai 


his 
instrumental in converting them than their 


nister “they have the care of all the children.” 
PRAYER. 


In primitive times prayer was the great means of con- 
m of the Prince cf 
portions of time our Redeemer devoted 
to this holy exercise. How cfficacious were the fervent and 
ee 7 prayers of the apostles and early Christiaris. 


verting men, and extending the kiyg 
Peace. What large 


Tow! 
this is divided, between reasonable en. 
» 1088- 


will not 
con- 


considerable numbers of professing 
move from the country, or 
from other cities, into this city. Many of them are 
revival Christians. 1am sorry to say that too many 

of public wor- 
ir relations trans- 


hed to the poor, and thus fulfilled the 
predictions of the prophets. In scriptural meaning the poor 

at body of working men. The reason of his di- 
recting his efforts to this class is obvious to an intelligent 
observer. They are the foundation of society; all classes 


_ ‘Now -we confess that we see nothing very wrong in 
this paragraph. The sentiments expressed are sim- 
ply these, that God has compassion on whom he will 
have compassion, that in the same family one is often 


tak d is distinction is often 
cae borat ‘lak: — en and another left, that this distin 


different from what we should naturally expect, that 
those who yield to Christ are made willing, that grace 
makes them differ, and that it is God who gives re- 
pentance. They are expressed in almost the very 
words of scripture, and coincide with the prayers 
and thanksgiving of every one of our pious Methodist 
brethren. Wecertainly must think our commentator 
was hard pushed, to find objectionable sentiments in 
our paper, if this was the worst. However as it was 
necessary to do something by way of showing his 
abhorrence of Calvinism, he proceeds to make up in 
phraseology for what he lacks in argument, as will 
appear by the following comment upon the quotation 
above. 


 «'This quotation from the sermon alluded to will strike 
every Arminian or Mcthodist reader with horror ; and ama- 
zed at the inconsistency and hardihood of those who cry out 
‘how we a > and ‘we areall one,’ they will shudder at 
the thought of such impious blasphemy being dirnified with 
the name of ‘sermon,’ and marvel at the inoral blindness of 
those who can say that this is Calvinism, and yet allege that 
Calvinism and Armivianism ‘ agree.’ ” F 


We hope that the writer in his next essay, will men- 
tion which of the sentiments contained in the quota- 
tation is “impious blasphemy,” and which it is which 
he would consent to leave out, when he thanks the 
Lord for his own spiritual mercies. 


AN ANCIENT BIBLE SOCIETY. 

A correspondent has sent us the twenty-first annual 
report of the ‘* Massachusetts Bible Society,” and a 
beautifully printed pamphlet it is. We opened it 
with an eager curiosity to see the doings of this vene- 
rable society for the past year, when such mighty ef- 
forts are making in this land to spread the holy scrip- 
tures. A perusal satisfied us that all is not gold that 
shines. We will therefore just give our readers a 
brief statement of what the society has done, and 
then endeavor to show the reason of its feeble exer- 
tions. 

There are 62 life subscribers, and 480 annual sub- 
scribers, embracing some of the most affluent, zeal- 
ous, and enlightened citizens of old Massachusetts, 
men whose names are known to all the United States. 
The whole amount received the past year from sub- 
scribers and donors is $1,211.95. The society has 
distributed the past year 130 large Bibles, 56 large 
Testaments, 996 small Bibles, and 1295 small Testa- 
ments! The report, as might be supposed, is short, 
and about half of it qaoted from the American Bible 
Society’s Report. But how unlike are the doings of 
these societies ! 

Is not this the reason? The President, Vice Pre- 
sident, Corresponding Secretary, and twelve of eigh- 
teen Trustees, are thorough-going Unitarians.— 
This denomination has never taken great interest in 
the distribution of the Bible, and we marvel that the 
orthodox in Boston can content themselves with being 
retarded by the inefficient exertions of the Massachu- 
setts Society. Let them arise and do something 
worthy of the cause ? 


/ 


A CHRISTIAN SPIRIT. 

The following article is from the editor of the 
Zion’s Advocate, a Baptist paper published in Port- 
land. It respects the Rev. Mr. Robertson, Episcopal 
Missionary to Greece. It may give additional in- 


modern times preaching scems to have usurped the place | terest to the statement in the minds of our readers, 


and importance of prayer. Men aim more to convince their 
fellow men than to prevail with Gods and they have their 
reward, Men slight cach otier’s persuasions, and God will 
not hear heartless petitions. Let prayer then have the first 
place, and let us try te move our Creator rather than our 
fellow-men. All hearts are in his hand, and he will-be en- 


treated by his people. 





~ EVANGELIST. 


to state that while Mr. R. is making his collections 
in other parts of the country, and among the benevo- 
lent also of other denominations, it is said that Bishop 
Hobart has forbidden his making collections in the 
‘diocese of New York.” 


“The os aay vara may Ang this place were, last week, 
ith a visit from 





SATURDAY, JULY 31, 1830. 


gratified w r. Robertson, Episcopal Mis- 
sionary to Greece. Mr. R. has been out to ascertain the 
state of the country. He sailed from America Dec. 31, 





HOW WE AGREE. 


The writer in the Advocate, signing himself “a 
Methodist,” whose pithy answers to our questions on 
revivals we copied with approbation a short time 
since, is quite disconcerted to find “ how we agree.’ 
It seems almost to spoil his own doctrines to have 


Calvinists believe them. 


to universalism. 


net to Earl Rochester, ‘There I leave you.” 


This writer is also grieved that we should not print 
what he is pleased to call a Calvinistic answer to our 
-queries ; and really takes it hard, because we are not 
willing to allow that he understands what we believe, 
better than we do ourselves. We should be glad to 
please him on this point also, if we knew how. But 
we really cannot consent to employ him as our coun- 
sel to tell the world what Calvinists believe, until we 
see more evidence than he has yet exhibited that he 


knows any thing about the subject. 


In order to redeem his character from the reproach 

of believing just what Calvinists believe, this writer 

_ proceeds to copy a paragraph from Stiles’ Sermon, as 
containing sentiments particularly abhorrent. The 


following is the paragraph from Stiles. 


So universal is the impression that salvation is not of 
proud man ‘that willeth,’ but of # sovereign God who has 


‘oc ion on whom he will have co ion,’ that he 
woul be pomially pensioner’ i father 


an 
ren and say, this 
go to the house of 


look onbis 
left. Let him 
Vv 


"yes oa tnt the one ‘givides 00 he did. 
‘rested jo ps ah ye oc 
or pee oy 


? And 
willing, would not 


Hi 
e, and infidel son, is cut to the heart and con. 
htful sister is unaf- 
And 


have yielded he 
who gives repent- c 


1828, and arrived at a og Sa the short period of 30 days. 
After visiting five of the Ionian Islands, he made a tour 
through the principal cities of the Morea: then visited 
Smyrna where Mr. Brewer has since established his resi- 
dence, and mabenaing, erstyye in this country on the 4th of 
February last. He since received a designation from 


, | the Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church | the 


in America, as their Missionary to Greece, and expects to 
sail for the scene of his future labors, early in autumn. 
“ At 5 o'clock on Thursday afternoon, Mr. R. addressed 


It is indeed very trying to | the scholars of the several schools in town, who had assem- 
an author, to labor on an essay, and point it with in- 
vective, and season it with ridicule, and then discover 
that it isell about nothing. This writer finds all the 
life of his piece killed, the moment it comes out that 
we think just as he does. It is a pity he should have 
lost. so much labor ; but we cannot consent, for his ac- 
commodation, to alter our opinions, or to give up our 
belief of the great gospel truths which he has so ably 
exhibited. We do not know what he will do about 
it; but if he is determined to differ with us on these 
points, he must go over, either to antinomianism or 
We are resolved to agree with him, 
whether he likes it or not, as far as he agrees With 
Paul. If he chooses to adopt the wretched system, 
which he.has exhibited as the faith of the Calvinists, 
we will chen say to him, in the words of Bishop Bur- 


bled to the amount of 400 or 500, in the meeting house of 
the 2d Congregational parish. With much simplicity and 
kindness, he presented a number of facts and anecdotes, 
well adapted to interest and instruct children. At half-past 
seven, the same evening, he delivered a discourse at St. 
Paul's church, after which a collection was taken for the 
mission. 


THE REV. NOAH DAVIS. 
If personal esteem could add any thing to the dead 
or more benefit the living, it should be done in regard 
fo this deceased Christian brother. We give the 
following notices, the first from the Christian Watch- 
man, the other from the Columbian Star. Ep. 
“ Died in Philadelphia, 15th inet. Rev. Noah Davis. 
This Christian minister, with whom we had the hap- 
piness of a brief personal acquaintance, was a gen- 
tleman of active benevolence, and whose heart was 
devoutly engaged in the gee of an enlightened, 
evangelical religion. is plencing manners and 
y conversation on experimental piety rendered 
him peculiarly agreeable to his Christian friends. He 
as for several years been much a in a busi- 
ness, in which his mind was very delightfully em- 
ployed, the publication of religious tracts, and a 
monthly Tract Magazine, which had an extensivé 
circulation. He was the principal agent of the Bap- 
tist General Tract Society, at Philadelphie,—a ser- 
vice in which he was greatly useful, and in which he 
gave universal satisfaction.’ 


“The most obvious traits in his character, were an 


the smallest things; and a supreme regard to the 
honor of his Divine Master in every thing which he 
did. His qualifications for usefulness as a preacher 
were of no ordinary cast. Wherever he attempted 


his loss in many respects irreparable.” 


and a Home 


CANTON MISSION. 
in 





to learn that they arrived in safety, after a passage of 


amiable frankness, an ardent piety, an unsullied in- 
tegrity, an exactness in business which extended to 


the discharge of ministerial duty, his services were 
highly appreciated. To the tract cause we consider 
“Thou art gone from us, our Brother! But we have no tears 
to shed ;— 
For we know that thou art numbered with the blessed, holy 
lead ; 


dead ; 
And in that ‘Continual City,’ to which sin may never come, 
Hast found, Geos grace in Christ, our Lord, a welcome, 


The friends of the ‘missionaries, who sailed for 
anton last autumn in the ship Roman, will be happy 


125 days. Capt. Lavender, in a short 
owners says, ,." 
“The gentlemen are all ole in Canton in good 
health and spirits. Our crew so far have not felt the 
want of ardent spirits, and are as well. and hearty as 
any crew in port.” ei 

One of the mercantile passengeresays, 

“On our arrival, we heard that Dr. Morrisson was at 
Macao, and Mr. Abee! and Mr. Bridgman regolved to 
land there. The Dr. however had left for Canton, 
which disappointed us very much, but we were very 
politely received and agreeably entertained by his 
lady.” 


MONTHLY DISTRIBUTION OF TRACTS. 
At the mecting of the Directors of the New York City 
Tract Society, on Monday evening last, reports were read, 
from, which the following are extracts. The Tract for July, 
was Family Worship, by Rev. Dr. Doddridge. 


FIRST WARD. > 


The July tracts have been distributed in nearly all the 
districts in the first ward, and it is believed that every dis- 
trict will be faithfully attended to. Several distributors have 
turned back, but the places of some are occupied ene by 
more faithful laborers; and it is hoped that ere long, there 
will bea determined, self-denying and persevering distribu- 
tor to every district in the ward. 

A distributor says, “I have nothing to report particularly 
interesting. Perhaps I ought to mention the fact that there 
appears with many an increased desire to get the tracts. In 
threeinstances I was hailed by persons across the street, and 
from the upper part of dwellings, who supposed 1 was pas- 
sing them without leaving the tract. Have had application 
for a Bible. On the whole I find much to interest me, that 
did not during the early part of my distribution.” 

Another remarks, “I have diatributed 52 tracts, and can- 
not but notice the indifference with which many receive 
them. Still the many welcome smiles and thanks I receive 
from various descriptions of persons, encourages me to in- 
creased exertions in so lacause. Twoor three persons 
refused receiving tracts. One of them is an infidel, who de- 
nounced the Bible and every thing sacred; and another isa 
beggar, who was formerly one of Paine’s disciples, and lost a 
snug estate in consequence of his drunken habits, and the 
misconduct of his sons. 

Tracts have been dietributed in some of the principal ho- 
tels, and in one of the largest, put into every roorn in the 
house, with the consent of the occupant. They have also 
been put into the hands of strangers who were seated under 
the awnings, and in the stoops of hotels on Sabbath morn- 
ings. 

"he committee has been obliged to distribute personally 
throughout nine districts this month. To two peers of 
emigrants, one from France and the other from Germany, 
tracts were given in theirown language. They seemed de- 
lighted with them, and began to read them aloud in the 
street, to their little company. 

Several infidels have been encountered in the course of 
distribution, and it seems a matter of rejoicing to have men 
who live infidel lives, boldly avow their opinions. If men 
will declare their real sentiments, Christians will see the 
power of the adversary, and be aroused toction and prayer, 
while an acquiesence of sinful men in efforts to spread the 
goapel, and the apparent indifference or good will of thou- 
sanda, deceives Christians, leading them to inaction, and 
unconcern for the majority of men who live in sin. 


FOURTH WARD. 


Many families in my district often tell me that they have 
been anxiously looking for my return with tracts, a striking 
proof that they set some value uponthem. As an evidence 
that there is an increasing attachment existing between the 
distributor and the families of hia charge, I would say, that 
Iam often solicited to make long stays with some of them, 
and I only regret thet my time is so much limited, for J] an 
satisfied that the work would be doubly interesting, could I 
spend twice as much time in performing it. 


EIGHTH WARD. 


I had some conversation witli a lady who isa Catholic, and 
for whom I left a tract the last month; she observed she 
read it, but their priests did not allow the reading of them. 
I inquired if she did not know the contents of it. O yes she 
replied, I have heard it read, and read it aes and although 
our priests do not allow us to read them, I know they are all 
eal and would like another. The unusual readiness with 
which many of the families entered into religious conversa- 
tion, greatly encouraged'me, and caused me to goon my way 
rejoicing. 

he remarks you made at our last mecting, were repea ed 
in substance by several; they felt that we were doing a work 
for eternity, and trusted we should not loose our reward. 
I think I have given out no tract that has met with more 
general acceptance than the African Servant. The feeling 
manner in which the sincerity of the servant, and conde- 
scension and true humility of the author of the little work 
was spoken of, has led me to feel that if we possessed that 
brightest of Christian graces to the degree which it is our 
privilege to do, we should indeed be burning and shining 
lights in the world, and that our labor would not be in vain 
in the Lord. 

Another says, “In making up my report, I must say the 
work has been peculiarly pleasant; the cordiality with 
which I was received, and the growing interest manifested 
for the tracts, was truly gratifying—scveral were deeply al- 
fected when I took up the subject contained in my little mes- 
senger, and endeavored to preach tothem the gospel; acknow- 
ledged they were great sinners, that they needed an interest 
in the great salvation, and inquired with solicitude how they 
should obtain it. One woman who was hopefully converted 
last summer, after receiving the tract “Quench not the 
Spirit,” has been brought to the borders of the grave; the 
religion she sought in health, was a solace and comfort to 
her in sickness. She felt that she could confidently and 
cheerfully commit her all into the hands of her Savior, and 
rejoice in her glorious p beyond the graye. Another 
‘woman who was in April a strong Universalist, and received 
mi as well as messenger with great contempt, was 
delighted withthe African Servant. She said she could not 
read it without‘weeping, though she read it three times; 
surely, she thought, he must be a Christian, and every body 
does not possesa such a spirit. Now she feels herself to be a 
sinner, and only hopes to be saved through faith in Jesus 
Christ, and not on account of any good thing she can do; 
she wishes to live every day In such a manner that her con- 
science need not accuse her, but it does, and she sometimes 
fears that at last, she will fail of the great salvation. The 
change in her outward appearance is great. Oh that it may 
extend to the thoughts of her heart and every act of her 
life. Surely I exclaimed it is not in vain to spend my time 
in distributing tracts. “Though the sced lie long buried, 
it shall spring up.” 

NINTH WARD. 


It was proposed at the meeting of thé distributors, that in 
addition to this regular monthly meeting, there should be 
one appointed for ial prayer for the success of the tract 
—e and a blessing upon the tract next to be distri- 
buted. This was unanimously agreed to, and the first 
Thursday in August fixed on as the time. 


ELEVENTH WARD 
As a distributor passed a purter house, she handed a tract 
on the “ Evils of Excessive ing,” and had not gone far, 
when one of the persons in the houae tame: running, and 
asked for another on the same subject, and then they sent for 
the third one, 

Another distributor says, “the only opposition in my dis- 
trict, is from a woman, who says she : As not like the motive 
by which we are actuated.” 

Another—“ One man in my district.a few months past, 
appeared to be a self-righteous Pharisee, but lately has al- 
tered very much. He he has been renewed by the 
Holy Spirit, and manifeste a very different spirit from what 
he did when I first saw him.” 

Another—I have met with no refusals this month; one 
woman who has always refused, did not hesitate this month 
to takethe tract with great pleasure andthankfulness. She 
read the tracts left last month vith the other family, and con- 
fessed she had refused through ignorance, and was much 
pleased with them.” 

_Another—“Qne man. in my district, whose family has 
hitherto received the — utterly refused them, and abus- 
ed me very much, saying 1 way no better thanarobber. I 
told him I did not come for his money, but he continued his 
abusive langu He lives in amansion where one would 
Snapens a gentleman resides, and not one who would use 
such abusive e, On my return, his wife saw me, 
and asked foratract. She said t ntleman who used you 
so harshly, 1 aera a7 Sars usband. He is an inii- 
del, but I wish you to leave one when he is not at home. 


TWELFTH WARD. 


the whole ward the tracts are gratefully receiv- 
ed, and in a multitude of instances, anxiously looked for; 
and upon the whole I must say that every appearance that 
comes to my view, seems to say, Go on with the work, and 
the Lord be with you. ‘The number of families is naw in- 


creasing, and the work of distribution will no doubt be more 
and more in! ; 


It affords me pleasure to state the kind ion that I 
have uniformly received in distributing the tracts. In the 


families on religious subjects, and I have often seen the 
tear (I hope of penitence,) fall from the cheek while I have 
been urging them to embrace the Savior of lost sinners. 
Many have promised me that they would strive to enter in 
at the strai eht gate, 


FOURTEENTH WARD. 


Three of the distributors whose districts embrace in the 
aggregate 215 families, have endeavored minutely to ascer- 
tain their religious professions. Although many of these 
families do not statedly attend public worship in any place, 
yet they avow their preference to the following denomina- 
tions : 

Fam. 
2 
13 
6 


5 Universalist 
3 No preference 


Fam. 

51 Friends 
Methodist 28 Lutheran 
Baptist 25 Catholic 37 Unknown 
Episcopalian 22 Jews ‘ — 
Dutch Reform’d 7 Deist 4 Total 215 


One distributor remarks, that he omitted no opportunity 
to impress upon families who neglected public worship the 
importance of attending to that duty. In almost every in- 
stance my admonitions were received with an apparently 

ood spirit, though in a few cases with very unwelcome 
levity. 

Another says that the 80 families of his district are mostly 
of the poorer class, who earn their subsistence by their daily 
labor. He found several persons who had been members of 
churches in the country, but had neglected to connect them- 
selves with any:church in the city. They were irregular in 
their aitendance on public worship, and confessed_that they 
had grown cold and indifferent on the subject of religion. 
To such, the tract was specially appropriate. Noone refused 
to receive tracts this month. A high-toned Roman Catholic 
refused one with expressions of much bitterness on a former 
month, but politely reccived one now. In my distribution 

have become more and more convinced of the important 
station occupied by tract distributors, and that persous 
should undertake it who feel it to be no trifling employment. 
It appears to me that they should possess much acquaint- 
ance with gospel truth, so as to be ready freely and calmly 
to converec on its solemn import with the great variety of 
characters which may fail in their way. 

Another after speaking of the cordial welcome with 
which he was received, exclauns, “‘O how ignorant are the 
enemies of religiun of the luxury of being engaged in the 
cause of the blessed Redcemer. 
Another distributor states that a pious female expressed 
with rr mpeg the benefit she had received by reading the 
tract “Tis all for the Best.” It had made her submissive 
under many trying dispensations of Providence. She had 
given it away for the benefit of others and had long been 
trying in vain to obtain another, and was delighted when 
told that her wishes should be gratified. She added, “O 
that we could have the united prayers of God’s people in 
this city once a month for success to this work, then might 
we expect a rich harvest of souls.” 
Thus more than 2600 families of the 14th Ward, have this 
roonth received a solemn message from Heaven, to erect a 
family altar and to consecrate it by the daily incense of a 
broken and contrite heart; the results of which we may 


eeuny hope will bring glory to God, and salvation to 
en. 


Presbyterian 


THE TEMPERANCE SOCIETY. 


More testimony from Methodists.—The following is ex- 
tracted from the doings of the Methodist Conference in 


Ansel nos. PE hn B. Preston, from the Theological Se- 

minary at Auburn, and Mr. Abijah Blahchard. Sermon by 

the Rev. Dr. Perrine. Seven of these missionaries are des- 

tined to labor in Miskouri, two in Michigan, one in Canada, 

and the others in different places. 

Tat Eli Adams, ord. Cong. Evangelist, Middlefield’ 
ass. 

Rev. Mr. Weaver, ord. Presb. Franklin, Ohio. Sermon 
by Rev. Mr. Putnam. 

Rev. Abraham Brown, Cong. Bethany, Va. Sermon by 
Rev. J. H. Leach. 

June 5—Rev. Henry Smith, ord. Presb. 

16—Rev. Jo Gibb, late from Scotland, ord. Gong. 
Stanstead, L. C. Sermon by Rev. D. Sutherland, of N. H. 

Rev. Jonaihan Cone, inst. Cong. Durham, N.Y. Sermon 
by Rev. Dr. Spring. 

Rev. Henry Axtell, inst. Presb. Lawrenceville, N. J. Ser- 
mon by Rev. Dr. Alexander. 

Rev. John D. Hughes, ord. Presb. Springfield, Ohio. Ser- 
mon by Rev. Mr. Nash. 

June 20—Rev. Charles Polkinhorn, ord. Bapt. Washing= 
ington, D.C. 

June 22—Rev. Hope Brown, ord. Cong. Shirley, Mass. 
Sermon by Rev. John Todd. 

June 23—Rev. W. L. Strong, inst. Cong. Read ing, Conn. 
Sermon by Rev. Ansel Nash. 

Rev. Richard Campbell, ord. Presb. Three Springs, 
Brooke co. Va. Sermon by Rev. James Harvey. 

Rev. Levi Pratt, ord. Cong. Hatfield, Mass. Sermon byDr. 
Humphrey. 

Rev. Jonathan Aldrich, inst. Bapt. Beverly, Mass. Sermon 
by Rev. R. Babcock. ‘Ihe junior dexcons of the church 
were consecrated at the same time. 

June 27—Rev. Silas C. Brown, inst. Presb. West Bloom- 
field, N. Y. Sermon by Rev. H. P. Strong. 

June 30—Rev. R. G. Dennis, inst. Cong. Somers, Coun. 
Sermon by Rev. Joc] Hawes. 

Rev. Hiram P. Arm, ord. Ist Cong. Hebron, Conn. Ser- 
mon by Rev. J. H. Linsicy. 

July 1—Rey. Chauncey F. Goodrich, ord. Presb, Salisbu- 
ry, N. ¥Y. Sermon by Dr. Lansing. 

Rev. Danicl Wild, ord. Cong. Brookfield, Vt. 


Sermon by 
Rev. J. ‘Tracy. 


TEMPERANCE IN SCOTLAND. 
The following lettter has just been received from the Sec- 
retary of the “Glasgow and West of Scotland Temperance 
Socicty,” addressed to the Corresponding Secretary of the 
New York City ‘Temperance Society. 
Glasgow, 101 Buchanan street, 7th June, 1830. 


“Rev. Siz,—I wrote to you about a fortnight or three 
weeks ago by post, along wiih an intimation that there would 
be speedily forwarded a number of tracts and pamphlets on 
the subject of temperance svucieties, and agreeably to pro- 
mise, I now enclose them. 

“ Will you Le kind enough to convey part of them to the 
American ‘Temperance Society, that if they are inclined, 
they may make use of them in the Journal of Humanity, in 
communicating information of what we are doing here. I 
am truly happy to state that the cause is gaining in this 
country every day, and finally | trust it will prevail. There 
is great opposition in almost every quarter—our experience 
also tallies with yours; much of that opposition has come 
from professors of religion! Strange that they should be the 
dupes of Satan, affording him all the benefit of their aid 
and example in upholding this system of destruction, mise- 
ry, andcrime! Already, facts are pouring in upon us, of 





Maine, in relation to Temperance. It puts to silence the 
apology which we often hear from uninformed Mcthodists 
for not joining in the promotion of this good cause. We hope 
it will never again be given as a reason by these brethren, 
“We have been a Temperance Society from the beginning.” 

“Tt has been suggested by many among us, that as we had 

been a Temperance Society from the beginning, we were ex- 
cused froni joining temperance societies, as they have been 
formed of late for the suppression of intemperance. But ex- 
perience has taught us that we, to the glory of God and to 
the influencing of others to become temperate, may join in 
the formation of temperance socicties. And this course your 
committee would recommend to the members of our church 
to take, wherever it is practicable. Aud that we, as a con- 
ference, may do all in our power to aid this excellent cause, 
your committee would recommend fur your adoption, the 
following resolutions :— 
Resolved \st. ‘What the members of this conference form 
themselves intoa Temperance Society, upon the principle of 
entire abstinence, except when prescribed by a temperate 
physician, agreeably to the discipline of our church; that it 
shall be the duty of each preacher to address the people of 
his charge at least once a year, upon the subject; that he 
shall be advised to use his best endeavors to form Tempe- 
rance Societies in every place where they are not formed, and 
that he shall labor to support and promote the interests of 
those already formed upon the above principle. 

Resolved 2d. That we behold with pleasure the exertions 
made by our brethren of other denominations, and of the pub- 
lic generally, in the cause of temperance; and that we will 
co-operate with them in the use of all laudable measures for 
the promotion of this object. 


TEMPERANCE IN IRELAND. 

Extract of a letter from the Rev. Joseph Penney, of Ruches- 
ter, N. Y. to the editor of the U. C. Christian Guardian. 

I had the honor last August of introducing for the first 
time into Ireland, so proverbial for its whiskey drinking, 
some of these measures of reform. A few in every rank of 
society were ripe for action in any way that might afford 
even a hope of diminishing this evil, which they deplored. 
The Most Noble the Marquis of Downshire, was one who 
had been already moving to etiect something of the kind 
among histenantry, having been convinced of the peculiarly 
deleterious influence of this vice, in his laudable intercourse 
with his tenantry, on agricultural and other public interests. 
His Lordship sent a special message through his estates to 
prepare the numerous roadside retailers of ardent spirits for 
the suppression of the traffic, that it might be done with as 
little sacrifice as possible. A society was established in Bel- 
fast, in the north, and by the exertions of a Mr. Carr, an ex- 
cellent minister of the Established Church, another in New 
Ross, in the south, under good auspices. This was in the 
course of the first few weeks after the first movements. I 
learned from my correspondents that by the time of the com- 
pletion of the first year, they hope to report one hundred flour- 
tshing Temperance Societies in Ireland. Ihave recently met 


they have been rescued from approaching, though unsuspcect- 
ed ruin, by those Societies. There were some persons there, a8 
every where, who at first opposed these measures—and 
some who ridiculed them; but I have generally found that 
these (with a few exceptions, persons actually slaves to the 
vice,) were laboring under ignorance or false impressions of 
the objects and nature of temperance societies. The emi- 
granta to whom I have alluded, mentioned to me the case of 
one dissenting minister in Ireland, who actually preached 
against the measures, but has already become ashamed of 
his opposition, and has actually adopted the practice of total 
abstinence. 


F'rom the Philadelphian. 
MORE PUBLIC SENTIMENT. 


Arthur Tappan, BPsq. an extensive merchant in 
New York, distinguished alike for his systematic and 
liberal charity to benevolent objects, stands at the 
head of the stigmatized list; and his name may be 
considered as the running title to volumes of recorded 
sneers and sarcasms. But what has he done to de- 
serve the distinction conferred on him? Gentle 
reader, he is a rich man, and for example sake, or for 
his own good pleasure, has discarded not only Brandy, 
but Wine from his own table; and would wish wine 
without alcoholic mixture to be used in celebrating 
the Lord’s Supper. He has also committed the griev- 
ous offence of attempting publicly to patronize a gro 
cery store which has discarded ardent spirits. For 
these offences some of the New York gentry appear 
to think that he ought to be drummed out of the city ; 
if not honored with a coat of tar and feathers. _ 
It would be nothing surprising should those mighty 
men, newspaper editors, who govern New York, issue 
their decree, that whereas Arthur Tappan, will not 
patronize grocers who sell ardent spirits, nor news- 
papers which advertise lotteries, theatrical amuse- 
ments, and steamboat excursions on the sabbath, 
therefore no frequenters of theatres, grog-shops, 
mbling houses, aid such like places shall patronize 
im, by the purchase of his imported silks ; and that 
the source of his gain, whence flow his charities, 
shall be dried up. 


ECCLESIASTICAL RECORD. 


March 24—Rev. Ralph Robinson, installed Cong. Ch. 
Richland, N. Y. Sermon by Rev. D. R. Dixon. 
May \6—Rev. J. K. Cunningham, ordained Presb. Mon- 
tours, Pa. Sermon by Dr. Herron. . 4 
June 1—Rev. . ville, inst. Presb. Washington, Ohio. 
rmon by Rev. D. Merrill. 
“oo 2” Rev. Richard Denning, ord. Presb. North Pen- 
field, N.Y. Sermon by Rev. Mr. Mead. 








two districts which I have supplied for eight months, but 
one tract has been refused, and that by a person who was 


supposed to be somewhat intoxicated. “Where opportunity 





has presented, it has been my:practice to converse with the 


At Henrietta, the following young men were ordained as 
evangelists, by the Genessee Consociation, viz. Geor Cc 


with aome emigrants from Ireland, in this country, who say | - 


he most gratifying description; the Lord is honoring our 

labors with his rich blessing, raising up the desolate heri- 
tages, and making many a heavy heart to sing for joy. Our 
cause we desire to commit to Him who is able to make it 
prosper in despite of every opposition, and to further by our 
means his own glory. 

“I mentioned formerly that we were most anxious to ob- 
tain all the tracts and pamphlets which are issuing from the 
American press on this subject, along with the Journal of 
Humanity, and hope that no delay may occur in complying 
with our request. I shall be happy also to hear by letter,. 
and to lay it before our commiitee, so as to maintain a 
friendly correspondence. 

“ My time is much absorbed in aticnding to the multi- 
farious concerns of the society, which necessarily makes my 
communication hurried and brief—but our iracta and re- 
ports will supply what is wanting. With cordial wishes for 
your prosperity in this good and noble work. 

“Tam, Rev. Sir, 

* Your most obedient servant, 
“WILLIAM WARDLAW, Sec'y.” 

The letter was accompanied by a large parcel of tem- 
perance tracis, addresses, and reports, some of them re- 
printed from Amcrican publications, Dwight, Beecher, Kit- 
tridge, and others of Irish and Scotch origin. The follow- 
ing is extracted from “The T cnperance Society Record,” a 
monthly sheet, just commenced in Glasgow. 

ORIGIN OF TEMPERANCE SOCIETIES IN GREAT BRITAIN. 


It is, we presume, known to most of our readers, that the 
earliest ctforts in the cause of Temperance Societies in 
Scotland, were made so lately as the month of October last. 
A few fricnds in different places, whose mind had long been 
painfully impressed with the destructive ravages intemper- 
ance was making amongst the laboring part of the commu- 
nity, and the universal prevalence of drinking customs 
throughout all classes in society, had heard of the existence 
and reported success, of Societies for Temperance in Ame- 
rica, and met together to consult. whether any practical ef- 
foit could be made in Scotland. Lectures were delivered 
publicly, in different places, by John Dunlop, Esq. of Green- 
ock, one of the Justices of the Peace for Renfrewshire; and 
Commiitces were formed in severel places for collecting in- 
formation on the subject, and laying it before the public. 
Socicties were subsequently fortied at Greenock, Kelvin- 
dock, and Glasgow. ‘The Committee of the Glasgow Socic- 
ty immediately proceeded to diffuse information, by print- 
ing a very large number of Tracts, bearing upon the evils 
of intemperance, and exhibiting the remedy proposed by the 
formation of Temperance Socicties, based upon the principle 
of entire abstinence from ardent spirits, oon a very restrict- 
ed use of other intoxicating liquors. About one hundred 
and forty thousand of these Tracts have already issued from 
the Glasgow press, besides Mr. Dunlop’s Essay on National 
Intemperance, three large editions of Beecher’s Sermons on 
Intemperance, and two editions of Notices of Drunken- 
ness, by a Medical Practitioner, published by individuals 
friendly to the cause. Editions of Beecher’s Sermons have 
also been printed at Dundce, at Bradford in Yorkshire, and 
in Socleni 
The result of the information, thus widely diffused, has 
been the formation of a considcrable number of Societies 
throughout the country, and a very general excitement, in 
almost all parts of Scotland, on this subject. 

Public meetings have been held of the Societies at Green- 
ock, Glasgow, Paisley, Largs, Bonhill, Kelvin-dock, St. 
Ninians, . Dunfermline, Campsie, Duntocher,, and some 
others, attended, in general by crowded and attentive audi- 
ences, Lectures and addresses Have also been delivered in 
many towns-and villages where no societies are yet orga- 
nized, but where they are in process of formation. The to- 
tal number of members in Scotland, we believe considerably 
exceeds 4000. 

In Ireland the cause is advancing most steadily, combin- 
ing a large portion of talent and rank, and influence, in the 
members of the different societies. ‘The number of societies 
in the sister island at present, is from 5U to 60, containing 
aboyt 3500 members. ‘The socictiea have found a powerful 
and ‘successful advocate in Professor Edgar, of Belfast; a 
¢rgat many ministers are members of the societies, and 


‘some of the first physicians in the country have lent their 


willing aid, both in private and from the press. 
In England the cause is but in its infancy. 

A flourishing society has been established at Bradford, 
and another smaller society at Thirsk, in Yorkshire, on 
the principle of entire abstinence from ardent spirits; the 
former with three Church of England and Von Diencatiany 
clergymen amongst its members, and the committee hayc 
@ready prinied an edition of Beecher’s Sermons, besides 
rinting and circulating a great many thousand Tracts. 
e trust this is but the forerunner of many more. 


SLAVES IN: AFRICA. 

Mr. Editor—I have observed that Mr. Caille, in the highly 
interesting so of his travels in Timbuctoo, mentiors- 
the fact that the Moors at this city require their black slaves 
to observe religious duties, which these latier do very punc- 
tually. The slaves are very seldom beaten. No law exists 
with the Moorish barbarians, which prohibits the slaves to 
learn to read the Koran.— Bost. Rec. 


The following letters have been received at this 
office during the week past. 

B. P. Johnson, Rome, N. Y. $12. John Selover, 
Auburn, N.Y. M.C. Reed, Auburn. Rev. Ezra D. 
Kinney, Troy, N. Y. $2. Rev. A. C. Tuttle, Ticon. 
deroga, N. Y. G. Stow, Elizabethtown, N. Y. $2. 
Wm. Weed, Plattsburgh, N. Y. $2.50. David White, 
Schenectady, N. York. Rev. Silas C. Rrown, Wm. 
Bloomfield, N. Y. George P. Frost, Ithaca, N. Y. 
Daniel Clark, Wyoming, N. Y. $2. Daniel P. Coit, 
Burlington, Vt. 


LECTURES ON FUTURE PUNISHMENT. 


Aseries of Lectures on Future Punishment will be 
delivered by Rev. Joel Parker, at the Free Presbyte- 
tian Church in Themes street, near the City Hotel, 
on Sabbath evenings. The course will be commen- 
ced on the 11th instant. Service to commence at 








Wood, Joseph M. Sadd, Joel Goodell, Cyrus Nichols, Asa 
Johnson, Alfred Wright, Benjamin F. Hoxsey, Luther Shay, 

















8 o’clock. 








THE CHURCH IN THE MILLENNIUM.—Num. x. 23. 
Is this the little flock, despised and small, 
Redeemed by Jesus’ blood from sin and thrall, 

Whé wandered lonely through this world of pain, 
Hated, oppressed, reproached, tormented, slain. 


Are these the men the world has held in scorn, 
Whose Leader was reviled and crowned with thorn ? 
Their God hath made of them a mighty nation, 

And beautified the meek with His salvation. 


See! where they are encamped upon the plain, 
Ere yet the land of final rest they gain, 

@, who cannow the dust of Jacob count, 

Or tell the fourth of Israel’s amount. 


And whenaround the throne of God the Lamb, 

That ransomed throng adore the great I AM, 

What tongue canthen the dust of Jacob count, 

Or tell the fourth of Israel’s amount. A. L. B. 


oe 


Thoughts on recovery from dangerous sickness, in which 
much of the presence of God has been experienced. 


My God, thy service well demands 
The remnant of my days: 

Why was the fleeting breath renewed 
But to renew thy praise ? 


Thine arms of everlasting love 
Did this weak frame sustain ; 

When life in purple torrents flowed 
From every sinking vein. 


Thou, when the pains of death were felt, 
Didst chase the fears of hell, 

And teach me with my quivering lips, 
Thy matchless grace to tell. 


Calmly I bowed my fainting head 
On thy dear faithful breast, 

Pleased to obey my Father’s call 
To his eternal rest. 


{nio thy hands, my Savior, God, 
Did I my soul resign, 

In firm dependence on that truth, 
That made salvation mine. 


Back from the borders of the grave, 
At thy command I come; 

Nor would I urge a speedier flight 
To my celestial home. 


Where thou determinest mineabode 
There would I choose to be; 

For in thy presence death is life, 
And earth is heaven wiih thee. 


MINISTERS’ DEPARTMENT. 


From the Philadelphian. 
GREATNESS IN PREACHING. 


We are not informed whether the Apostle Paul 
was @ great preacher or not, but cannot help suspect- 
ing that he would fail of such credit were he amon, 
us in these days of knowledge. Our reason for suc 
suspicion is, that he was a very successful preacher, 
and it is another thing to be a great one. The test of 

tness is not, in the estimation of many, the same 
with that employed in judging men in other depart- 
' ments. We a lawyer great when he is generally 
successful in his departments. The same is true of 
the physician or surgeon; as also of the warrior and 
statesman. It is almost universal to estimate the 
greatness of persons in any department by their fair 
suecess in their occupation. But success in preach- 
ing the gospel, is with many no evidence of great- 
ness in the clerical profession. The reason is, that a 
standard of greatness in sermons and preachers is 
borrowed from another department, that of sound elo- 
cution, science, or literature. When this test is 
adopted, there is no contradiction in saying, “ He is 
a great preacher, but rather dry.” Greatness in ser- 
monizing is in this case estimated as we cstimate 
greatness in philosophy; by an intellectual scale. 
That a great sermon is lost upon the majority of 
hearers is the fault of the audience and not of the 
speaker. Adaptation of treatment to the state of the 
patient is not herein considered the test of great 
skill 

But is itthus? Are we to test a man’s greatness 
jm one department by a standard drawn from another? 
Is the loudest, the longest, the most learned, the most 
florid sermon the best? 

There might be no harm in judging by a false 
standard, if all would discriminate, and practically 
admit, that what is often called greatness in preachers 
is of very little service to the cause of Christ. The 
evil is, that the greatness in question, however useless 
it may be, as referred to the end of preaching, is the 
common object of ambition in young preachers ; and 
if not attained a man supposes himself a mere cy- 

her. 
: Let us for a moment examine the standard of great- 
ness which tests the preacher by his success in adapt- 
ing his means to the chief object of preaching the 
gospel. But, cries one, will you call Mr. Blank a 
t preacher? I see nothing great in his discourses. 
fies wants method, and in his style has little more ele- 
gance or elevation than belongs to common conversa- 
tion. Let us ask, are not his hearers very attentive 
and apparently much benefitted? ‘O, well! people 
will run after a man when they fancy him, and often 
without knowing why.” 

The truth is, that the individual in question, being 
too wise to suppose that the wisdom of men is the 
instrument by which souls are converted, and too be- 
nevolent to sacrifice the conversion and sanctification 

’ .of sinners to the breath of literary applause, judges 
it expedient to declare the message of God in an in- 
telligible manner, adapted to interest all who either 
love the truth or can be made to care for, their eternal 
interests. He might quote Latin, or Greek, or He- 
brew—he might reason abéut the nature of sin in the 
‘abstract, or lose himself and hearers in a variety of 
curious speculations—he — soar in the regions of 
fancy ; but all this might fail to save and sanctify his 
hearers. He therefore spurns the temptation to be 
great in the dialect of earth, content perhaps in an 
order of greatness not unlike that of the once called 
«+ babbler” Paul. 

Those who adopt the test of greatness common 
with worldly men, ought to suspect some mistake in 
the case. The world is generally wrong wherever 
the moral comes in competition with the intellectual. 
The latter they can comprehend and measure. In 
viewing the former, they not only have the wron 
end of the glass to the eye, but see through a acloul 
medium, so that all is inverted in magnitude and dis- 
colored in aspect. re 

But whatever test we may adopt in this case ought 
to coincide so far as possible with the view taken by 
the omniscient mind. If his word, or the spirit of it, 
ranks moral greatness, (an order of greatness de- 
es upon the immutable principles of rectitude,) 

igher than we do, our own standard cannot be too 

speedily corrected. 








For the Evangelist. 

* ALARMING DYSPEPSY ! 

A certain pastor had long been pained at the stupid- 
ity of. his church. Expecting ty be absent a few 
weeks, he invited a minister, whose labors in a num- 
ber of places, had been attended with a revival of re- 
ligion, to spend some time with his people, and en- 


$ 


they were guilty for their stupidity and sloth ; and 
the impenitont that they couldand ught immediately 
co The repose of the ch was molested ; 
and the wicked quite disturbéd ; and some even anz- 
ious to know “ what they must do to be saved !” 

In this state of things the pastor returned. Some 
of his church, in great distress, went immediately to 
him, and told him, ‘they felt bad about the preach- 
ing—they had nothing in particular, against it, but 
some did’nt like it—’twas’nt as he preached— 
*twould’nt do there,” &c. 

The pastor disappointed and —— at the change, 
thought it expedient to dismiss his help, till the state 
of things should become more settled and calm. They 
become soon, stupid as before; and are so yet. 
When stupid they wanted to be awakened ; and when 
awakened they wanted to be stupid. They desire 
measures to remove their insensibility, and curse the 
prescription that brings them to a sense of feeling. 
‘They feel bad, and want to feel better.” No food 
relishes, and no prescription satisfies. They are con- 
tented with nothing and no where. 

Query.—Are not these, symptoms of a moraAL Dys- 
PEPSY ? 

And is not this disease very prevalent in our 
churches as a reason why they do not relish the food, 
with which Christ, and the Prophets, and the Apos- 
tles used to supply their hearers ? 

And would it not be well forministers to give them 
a thorough dose of “‘ Bible physic” to throw off ; ra- 
ther than anodynes, to make them insensible of their 
disease? And when purged, would it not be for their 
health to give a little plain food, instead of courting 
their appetites by delicate, complicated dishes? Are 
not most professors, ‘ who feel bad,” more anxious 
to feel better, than to dive or act better? more anxious 
to be happy, than to be holy? more willing to be 
sick, and take medicine, (sin, andko make it necessary 
fof God to chasten them) than to labor and be well? 
Do not these dyspeptic debilities originate, chiefly, in 
sloth and inactivity? And ought not ministers to 
urge upon them more and vigorous exercise in the 
divine life—such as faith—self-denial——charity.. G. 

From the London World, of May 19th. 
RELIGION*IN THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 

Sir: As you are in the habit of exposing the errors that 
abound in our national establishment, in a manner that we 
have neyer before known, 2nd truly praiseworthy, permit me 
to statelpt a very brief way, a few things respecting the 
clergy in this part. Perhaps they may stain your columns; 
but they deserve to be exposed. As I wish to say nothing 
but what I have seen myself, or have from good authority, 

‘ou may rely on what isstated. A clergymanin our neigh- 
»orhood, having to supply the pulpit of one of his brethren 
one Sabbath, sone time since, saddled his mule and rode to 
the place, when he went through the duties of the morning; 
(you muat understand we only have preaching in the morn- 
ing ;) he then mounted his mule and was returning home, 
when he met a farmer in the way, who thus accosted him. 
“Well parson, what will you take for the mule?’ The price 
was stated, the bargain made, the farmer tookthe mule, and 
the parson bore the saddle home on his back. Foot-ball 
play is common here on Sabbath days. I have seen a cler- 
gyman in the field, encouraging the men to play. A clergy- 
man who is most given to the sports of the field, may beseen 
in the summer months at 1 and 2 o’clock on the Sabbath 
morning, fishing in the river; he,has been known on the 
Sunday at church, to order the clerk to take his fishing 
clothes to some house neaqy, in order that he might be read 
for the sport. I have known two —- leave the pulpit 
in the shooting season, and walk a distance of eight miles 
on the Sabbath, with dog and gun, in order that they might 
be early at their work next day. These, sir, are all sepa- 
rate individuals, whom I know; one resides only at the 
farthest from our place, about’6 miles; but some at three 
miles. You will be able from these facts, to judge of the 
state of society here, before the Dissenters came. O! sir, 
we have great need of faithful laborers in our own country. 

Iamsir, &c. A 
Near Kendal, Yorkshire, May 1. 


. 


From the Report of the Maine Missionary Society. 
CONGREGATIONAL MINISTERS IN MAINE. 


Of all the pastors of Congregational churches now 
in the state, one third have been settled within the 
last two years. In that time, 34 have been settled. 
Of these, 14 were from the Theological Institution 
at Andover; 7 from the Theological Seminary at 
Bangor; and the remaining 13 were brought forward 
to the ministry by private instructers. 

The whole number of pastors of churches is 99. 
In addition to these, 7 ministers supply regularly, in 
their respective places, virtually as pastors, though 
without the form of installation. There are also 5 
now under a call, and in a train of settlement.— 
These 111 ministers furnish a stated supply, more or 
less frequent to 125 churches. Some of them preach 
alternately to two churches; some successively to 
three churches ; and one is installed over four church- 
es. Besides these 125 churches, thus supplied, there 
are still remaining 31 churches destitute, and in so 
feeble a state, that not more than one fifth of the 
whole number will be able to enjoy a stated ministry 
without foreign aid. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPARTMENT. 

THE GOOD TEACHER. 

When you get your school filled, you have some- 
thing else to do. hen the hour arrives to open the 
school, be on the ground. Have your class collected. 
Don’t wait to have them all come to you. Some will 
linger. Get hold of them in earnest, and affection- 
ately lead them to the seat. And when the school is 
opened, begin. See that every child sits or stands 
erect. Have them all around you, so that your eye 
can be seen. First fix the attention of every child. 
Call them by name when you speak to them. ‘ Be in 
earnest, as if you had a message for them. Talk 
plain English; and they will understand you. ‘“ What 
does this mean?” said a child to his teacher. ‘“* Why,” 
said he, ‘it was a rite that was instituted under the 
Mosaic dispensation.” The child stared at his 
teacher, but was none the wiser for the answer.— 
Teach the children to speak distinctly. If they have 
repeated a few verses and the class have gone through, 

ou can put questions. ‘‘Who said these words? 

o whom were they spoken? What does this word 
meant Where is that country? What does this 
sentence mean? If this is all true, what will become 
of you, if you die as you are?’ &c. Then tell them 
a bible story. Or you may tell them about some 
wicked child, or some good child, or about a good or 
bad man. Ask them if they know any other story or 
comparison. But let all be so directed asto keep the 
important subject contained in the lesson distinctly 
before the mind. 

And when you have spent a proper time with the 
lesson, you can ask what their books are about, which 
they drew from the lib “‘ Have you read it 
through ?_ How do you like it? Well, then, you 
may tell me what you remember. Tell it your own 
way.” A teacher asked David what his book was 
about; and I listened to hear him tell the story. 
“Why,” said he, “it was about a minister. He was 
a very good minister. And he went into a town 
where the folks were very wicked; and he stayed 
there as long as he could, and then cleared out.” 

Vermont Chronicle. 








SINGING IN SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


first of its delights ; and in those bright prospects of 
eternal bliss, so often ed to us in the Holy Scrip. 
tures, it is always made part, real or emblematical, 
of our somised enjoy: “wg 

ce ave often heard in the pree bel ne ee door of 
a house, amo groups of pla children, or in 
the mas emt A eae of maturer years, the hymns 
and music with which we have been familiar in Sun- 
day schools, and there are no sounds more sacred 
and sweet than these. Who thinks of hearing them 
from the prison house of crime and infamy—from the 
circle of thoughtless and dissipated idlers, or from 
the heart-sickening abodes of domestic misery and 
contention ? 

When we have persuaded a Sunday school child to 
learn and love Sunday school hymns and Sunday 
school music, we feel as if we had taught him the use 
of a faculty,the employment of which would bring 
God into his thoughts—solace his sadnes—accustom 
him to the contemplation of “joys unseen and hopes 
unrealized—soften and subdue his passions—allay 
his anxiety, elevate his earth-bound thoughts” and 
awaken and maintain all the generous and gentle dis- 
positions of his nature. 

We have been persuaded for a long time, that this 
important part of the exercises of a Sunday school, 
is very much neglected ; nor is it a matter of much 
surprise, when we consider what place it really (not 
nominally) holds in the services of the sanctuary. 
For children adopt with great precision and facility 
the standards of those who are older, and (of course, ) 
wiser than themselves.—Sun. School Mag. 


SEAMENS’ DEPARTMENT. 


THE NEW HYMN BOOK. 


After so many promises this work is at length completed 
and published. It bears the title, “Seamen’s Devotional 
Assistant, and Mariners’ Hymns: prepared under direction 
of the American Seamen’s Friend Society, by Joshua 
Leavitt, General Agent of the Society.” It is stereotyped, 
on a beautiful letter, from the foundry of Mr. Chandler, and 
printed in the most careful manner at the press of Messrs. 
Sleight & Robinson. The paper is almost as good as that on 
which the Magazine is printed. The book contains six 
hundred and twenty choice hymns, with an index: anda 
Devotional Assistant, comprising the sabbath day service, 
nine forms of prayer for daily worship, sixteen occasion 

rayers, a burial service, and seventy-five references to se- 
ect portions of scripture, suitable for reading as a part of 
daily or sabbath worship. The whole makes 512 pages 24mo, 
being 24 pages more than “ Village Hymns.” ‘The price in 
strong plain binding is thirty-seven and a half cents. 





We extract the following beautiful recommendation from 
the Rev. J. F. Schroeder, Assistant Minister of Trinity 
Church, New York. 

Rev. Jospua Leavitt, 


Dear Sir,—The forms of devotion in your manual for 
seamen, and the hymns also, (many of which I have exa- 
mined with care, and have enjoyed very much while I have 
studied them,) seem to me peculiarly adapted to enable 
those who “ go down to the sea in ships, and do business in 
great waters,” to do all to the glory of God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. It is by such admirable aids to devotion 
that the Spirit helpeth our infirmities. And while they are 
borne away upon the great deep by multitudes of our im- 
mortal fellow men, we may, I think, indulge the animating 
holy thought, that the Spirit of God also is moving upon the 
face of the waters. 

Inthe best of bonds your friend and brother, 
J. F. ScHroEper. 


THE PLATE, 


The embellishment for this month is the same with the 
frontispiece of the new hymn-book. The plate is hand- 
somely done on steel by Iilman and Pilbrow. The scene 
intended to be represented is taken from Luke v. 1—3. 


“ And it came to pass, that as the people pressed upon him 
to hear the word of God, he stood by the lake of Genne- 
saret, 

“ And saw two ships standing by the lake: but the fisher- 
men were gone out of them, and were washing their nets. 

‘ And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon’s, 
and pee him that he would thrust out a little from the 
—. nd he sat down, and taught the people out of the 
ship. 

With this ornament the Seamen’s Devotional Assistant be- 
comes one of the handsomest hymn-books in the stores, at 
the same time that in price it is by far the cheapest. 


Sail. Mag. 


CONVERSATION OF SEAMEN. 


It has been remarked by different cugninn, that they have 
never before, at any time or in any place, heard so much 
conversation among seamen upon the subject of religion as 
they have heard in this port during the past winter. They 
have said that with many it had become a matter of course, 
on returning from the church or from prayer meeting, to 
sit down and converse upon the subjects to which their at- 
tention had been directed. Probably one circumstance 
which has tended to this result, is the change that has re- 
cently taken place with regard to the use of ardent spirits. 
It has heretofore been a uniform practice, when masters or 
officers have called on board each other’s vessels to offer 
them some beverage of this kind, and it would be very na- 
tural that the conversation should be directed to the subject 
in hand, or to others, which should be suggested by some 
association with it. ‘This practice has of late been to a great 
extent relinquished, in so much that one master who re- 
mained in port nearly three months observed before he left, 
that during the whole time, he had not been invited but 
once to taste of ardent spirits on board of a vessel. The in- 
creasing religious privileges, which are now afforded to sea- 
men, furnish another reason for their conversing more upon 
such topics.— Charleston Reporter. 


UNITED STATES NAVY. 


Interesting letter from a pious officer in the Mediterra- 
nean squadron, dated 


U. & Frigate Java, Smyrna, March 23, 1830. 


Dear Sir,—I have been much gratified by the perusal of 
the Sailor’s Magazine, and in common with the friends of 
seamen approve highly of the work. No plan could be de- 
vised more likely to succeed in conveying religious instruc- 
tion to that valuable though long-neglected class of men. 
The numbers received by myself have been widely circu- 
lated, and so far as I have been enabled to ascertain, have 
given great satisfaction, and have without doubt been pro- 
ductive of good. One little incident which occurs to me at 
this moment I will relate. 

A seaman on board this ship, who was fond of his 
read in the number for March 1829, a piece headed, “ 
save your sixpences,” he immediately a ay 
not drank any since, and says he will give the savings to the 
Seamen’s Friend Society. This man reads continually, and 
has become serious and correct in his deportment. There 
is no class of men more grateful for instruction than sca- 
men. Many are without doubt depraved and profligate; 
and ignorance keeps them se. Much has been done, and 
much remains to be done, to improve their moral condition. 
The friends of religion cannot find a better field or one 
more likely to-be productive of wide spreading advantages. 
The present system of sailor’s boarding must be cut up b 
the roots. From it springs every evil, every obstacle is 
thrown in their way by these harpies. I had opportunity of 
becoming acquainted whilst at Norfolk with the abominable 
impositions practised by landlords upon helpless sailors. On 
shore they are completely s0, the easy dupe of every de- 
signing, dishonest wretch; and with such they are compelled 
to associate. ‘lhe proposed of regulating their houses, 
lhave shown to several intelligent sailors. ey think it a 
most desirable object, as they say “exactly what we want.” 

r. Truair’s “ Call from the Dcean,” has been the rounds of 
the ship; the men are much pleased with it. Many sailors, 
I may venture to say a large majority, are fond of reading. 
Whilst on board the Warren, I distributed various religious 
books, pamphlets, tracts, &« all of which were read con- 
tinually. One man I put in charge of them to attend totheir 
distribution. They were in continual requisition, it was 
not unusual to see twenty ar thirty men in walking round 
the ship, employed in reading. In ships of war (in a fine 
climate particularly) men have much leisure, and if encou- 
—-< to doso, will employ that leisure in reading. [hada 
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‘In every age and country,” says Caroline Fry, 
‘“‘music has been made oe A, of eae | 
most lovely and enchanting ; 
that are told us of its influence be truth or fiction, | 
they equally prove the general perception of its pow- | 
er over the feelings and affections of humanit: —| 
From the coarse whistle of the plough-boy ridin 
homeward on the fore horse of his team, to the lou 
peal of the organ amid the chorus of some hundred ' 
voices, music seems to be the most natural language 
of the happy—the apestneeves solace of the sad.— 
With every idea of things beautiful, pure, and delight- : 
ful, music has been associated; but we never mix' 
with it the 1 of things base, vicious, and dis- ! 
graceful. No heathen savage ever pictured to him- | 





deavor to ** wake them up.” The church were told 


self a future heayén, but he placed music among the | 


and whether the tales ' »! 


school for the boys which succeeded remarkably well. 

I am at present, and have been for a few montha, in this 
ship, (the commodore’s ship of the squadron.) Here I esta- 

ished aschool for the ship’s boys; the progress they have 
made in a few months surpasses any thing I could have ima- 
gined. One, who did not know the letters, has learned to 
read in the short period of four months; several write a 
good fair hand, that never before put pen to paper, and have 
progressed as far as reduction in arithmetic. Here I have 
distributed such tracts and books as I have been enabled to 
procure from the missionaries and other Christians with 
whom I have met. 

The improvement of seamen is an object of very great 
importance, and should earnest afféntion of 
Christians. Seamen, at present, are the most active and 
able emissaries of Satan. By them he spreads contagion far 

le. If they were once subdued and enli in the 
cause of Christ, how powerful will be the auxiliary. Instead 
of bearing away with them death and destruction, they will| 
be the glad messengers of salvation. Suilor’s Magazine. | 


read of 
the Wherever I nd Spe Se heralds of the cross. 
summer in Egypt, nd the missio laboring to 
dispel the darkness in which the land is enveloped. The 
prayers and exertions of the friends of our Redeemer 
should be made unceasingly, that the kingdom of our Lord 
may come. ’ P am 
ou are, I presume, in correspondence with Smyrna and 
Malta, and of conte’ uainted with all that is going on 
for the advancement of the great and glorious work. r. 
Brewer and family are here and have established themselves 
for the present. “I received a letter from Mr. Goodell; at 
Malta, a few days since; they were all well. I lave written 
we without ceremony, study, or arrangement,’ knowing a 
hristian will make an allowance for imperfections, &c. 
Present me affectionately to my kind friends, and to all 
brethren. Yours, &c. [Sailor's Magazine.} 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 








From the Southern Religious Telegraph. 
REVIEW OF THE METHODIST CONTROVERSY. 

[The statement of facts given in this article, is from a 
highly respectable source, and is entitled to full credit.] 

Some time ago, a Methodist preacher of considera- 
ble intelligence and great worth, asked a Presbyterian 
brother to lend him the “ Review of the Methodist 
Controversy” published in the Visitor and Telegraph. 
He said he wished to see what the Presbyterians had 
been saying about the discipline of his church. The 
Presbyterian minister.told him that when he should 
come to the doctrinal part of the review, it wouid per- 
haps be best for him to omit that part, as it contained 
Calvinism. After some time the Presbyterian called 
for the review, in the absence of the Methodist. The 
family said he wished to retain it some time longer 
that some of his brethren might read it. At length 
the Methodist returned the review, and expressed his 
high satisfaction with it. Concerning the doctrinal 
part, he made in substance the following statement. 
‘‘ Tt would be well for you Presbyterians to circulate 
more extensively such expositions of your doctrinal 
views. They are but little understood by the Me- 
thodists. Imyself was wholly mistaken; I knew no- 
thing on the subject but what I learned from m 
brethren and from other enemies of Calvinism. } 
approve of the system of doctrines advocated in the 


ai | review.” 


This preacher had long been an active, pious, use- 
ful, and unusually intelligent minister in the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church. All our Methodist brethren 
are most affectionately requested to inform themselves 
on the subject of Calvinism. We shall then hear 
less complaining against Presbyterians. This Metho- 
dist preacher was really surprised when he found that 
the excellent and orthodox system of doctrines, advo- 
cated in the review, was the very system which Pres- 
byterians had always preached, and which he had 
heard so much abused under the name of Calvinism. 

The Editors of the Methodist Advocate and Jour- 
nal in N. Y: are requested to. publish this article. 

PRESBYTER. 


From the Boston Philanthropist, 
CONSISTENCY. 


The New York Courier and Enquirer, has noticed with a 

reat deal of severity, the attempt of Messrs. Pomeroy & 
Bull to establish, in ie York city, a grocery without ar- 
dent spirits. The same number of the Courier and Enqui- 
rer is out with becoming severity, on the gambling houses in 
New Yorkyand censures as he ought to do the apathy of the 
people on the subject. We cannot believe, that he has in- 
vestigated this matter as he ought. Were he to look at it 
only for a few moments, with a candid eye, he would see an 
intimate and inseparable connexion, between vending ar- 
dent spirits and gambling houses. The principal difference 
is, the groceries, where ardent spirits are sold, are the places 
where intemperance and dissipation are engendered ; and 
the gambling houses are where vice, crime, and ruin are 
consummated. It is presumed that few will be found in the 
former, who did nct take the preparatory lessons in the lat- 
ter. Now if the Courier, &c. is as much concerned about 
the gambling houses as he appears to be, and were at the 
same time as well informed as he might be, he could not 
help seeing his own inconsistency, in op 
Messrs. Pomeroy & Bu!l, while he declaims with so mnch 
eloquence against gambling houses. He would have ar- 
dent spirits sold in every grocery in the city. That is, he 
would have the direct and only means, kept in constant and 
extensive use, by which individuals are ty sot to visit, 
and consequently to sustain the gambblir ouse, but he 
would have the gambling houses themselves broken up. 
How many snow balls would it take to heat an oven? 


From the Boston Recorder. 
EXPENSIVE CHURCHES. 


There has been some discussion of late among the friends 
of truth, relating to the expense of building meeting-houses, 
and furnishing communion tables. Some say, as Christ 
was born in astable, and gave no direction about places of 
worship, that nothing more is necessary than to have a 
church comfortable and convenient; and that the chea 
of table furniture is as acceptable in the sight of God as the 
most expensive; as the Savior gave no directions for fur- 
nishing the table, when he instituted the ordinance of the 
supper. And in this way (they argue) there might be a 
great saving for benevolent purposes. Others say, that as 
the tabernacle and afterwards the temple were built in the 
most splendid manner, and the vessels were to be of gold, 
that places of Christian worship ought to be splendid. 

I have attended public worship lately in a house that cost 
but 2000 dollars, which is as elegant as most meeting- houses 
were 40 years ago in country towns, and in another that cost 
six or eight times that sum, and I sat as comfortably in the 
first mentioned, as in the last; hearing the pure gospel in 
both. Will some of your able correspondents give the sub- 
ject an investigation, and answer the following query, viz: 

s it right to improve the talents committed to our trust, to 
expend so much in ornament on places of worship and com- 
munion tables, when the great valley of the Mississippi, and 
so many ofthe human race are without the guspel 

QUERIST. 


In regard to the above communication, we would remark, 
that Judaisin was, in a great measure, an external religion, 
addressed to the senses, and designed for the earlier stages 
of human improvement; while Christianity is a spiritual 
religion, addressed to the heart, and designed to be perma- 
nent. The rules, therefore, which apply to the religious edi- 
fices of the former, cannot be applied strictly to those of the 
latter. ED. OF REC, 


Seceding Methodists in Alabama, 


A writer in the Alabama Journal in a letter “to the Con- 
ference Missionary of the Mississippi Annual Conference of 
ne Methodist Episcopal Church,” thus expresses him- 
self :— 


“'The question is, have the governed, a right, (is it an in- 
alienable right ?) to a voice personally, or by representative, 
in the making those laws by which they are governed? 

I presume that you witl hardly deny the governed this 
right in civil government: but as a- member of the late 


Y | General Conference, you have already denied this right to 


the people, who are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. In the report on memorials, &c. you deny that the 
people have any right, either “ natural or acquired.” That 
you may not unnecessarily be drawn into a discussion on 
the abstract question of right, I willso modify the foregoing 
question, that it may be answered by handling the following 

roposition involving matter of fact. Did the whole of the 

hristian Church, at any one time since the sojourn on earth 
of our blessed Savior, recognize the right : and did the people 
at anysuch time exercise and enjoy the right of participating 
in the enactinent of those human rules and regulations by 
which the church was governed? Ifin the course of in- 
vestigation you should ascertain that the people did once 
enjoy the right for which reformers contend, whence did 
they derive it? Was it a natural or an ee right? 
But that the subject may be still more ow will propose 
three questions touching the practice o: the contemporaries 
and immediate successors of the Apostles. In the primitive 
Church, 7 

“What were the peculiar acts of the Clergy ? 

What were the peculiar acts of the laity? 

What were the joint acts of them both ?” 


THE WEST. 

Extract from the address of Rev. F. A. Ross, of 
Tennessee, at the anniversary of the American 
Home Missionary Socicty. 

Shall that fair land belong to atheists ? Shall this 
land, so long vberet ome | by the wings of the Al- 
mighty, be ruled by men who fear not the Lord? O 
no. God forbid. But it will be so, anless you, of the 
East, send us of the West, the gospel. _ Come over, 
then, and preach to us the gospel now—in this gene- 





ration—and you secure the lasting liberty and glory 
of your country. 
I know you have done much for the west, and in the 


ing the efforts of 


| name of the west I thank you. I thank you in the 


name of the men who people the shores of the Mis- 
sissippi and the Ohio. I thank you in the name of 
men who dwell upon the lovely soil of Kentucky. I 
thank you in the name of the men who live upon the 
broad lands of Alabama, and among the groves 
of West Tennessee. I thank you in the rime of the 
hardy men of East Tennessee—the Swiss of the 
West—like them in their residence amidst the moun. 
tain and the torrent—like them in their poverty, their 
valor, and their morality. Yes, our morality—for 
me have sent us the spirit of revivals. Yes, our soil 

as not only been wet by the dews of heaven, it has 
often been drenched in the great rain of the strength 
of the Almighty. 

In the name, then, of all the. men of the west, 
among whom you have sustained the last year an hun- 
dred and twenty-two missionaries—near y one third 
the number of preachers we have beyond the moun- 
tains—revival men—all the advocates and agents of 


the noble Temperance cause :—in the name of eight 
sovereign states, destined to greatness, I thank you. 
You may not then, sir, sit down and fold your arms 
and say, we have done enough. You may not stand 
and weep because there are no more countries to be 


you—go up and pos- 


conquered—an empire is before 


sess it—Home Mis. 


F'romthe Columbian Star. 
A SEARCHING QUESTION. 
Why are those professors of religion who are advancing 
towards wealth, generally retrograding in piety? In an- 
swer to such a question it may be asked, 1s 1r so? If that 
which the inquiry assumes as fact, should not be so, then 
there can be no use in making it. But should it be undeni- 
able, then it becomes an important concern to investigate 
the cause, and if possible to apply some countervailing in- 
fluence to correct so serious an evil. We think that there 
can be no doubt as to the fact assumed by the question. It 
would be no difficult matter, were it not rather an invidious 
task to establish it, by a copious induction of particular in- 
stances as exhibited in the living monuments of religious 
declension in most churches. We venture no farther than a 
hasty mention of real cases under disguised names, which. 
have come under our own observation at different times. 
The first instance which we adduce is that of a youll 
tradesman whom we denominate MunDANus. 


early profession of religion and } 
nior members of the c' Nona of bh deaies 


urch as a youth of hich promise. 
He soon became a zealous promoter nf prayer othe sy and 
other good things. He was devoted to the sabbath school 
and exerted all his influence to bring in, not only the chil- 
dren of the church and congregation, but as many others as 
he could find not embraced within that benevolent scope of 
useful instruction. He thus ran well for atime. But Mux- 
DANUs was soon settled in a profitable branch of busin 
and began to realize large returns upon the small capita’ 
with which he commenced. The consequence was a more 
rigid and undeviating application to business. Little time 
could be spared during any portion of the week for the ar- 
rangement of his sabbath engagements, and the result was 
a hurried entrance upon those duties to which his attention 
had been previously directed with prayerful deliberation. 
The sabbath came round before he was prepared for it; the 
prayer-meeting began to interfere with the attentions 
which his customers required, and thus one and the other 
was gradually relinquished. At present he continues in- 
deed to fill his place in the house of God; but that good 
unction under which he once lived, is no longer to be found 
with him. He is becoming wealthy, and acquiring a name 
among the men of business, whilst “Hosannah’s languish 
on his tongue,” andthe life of religion seems to have left him. 
Rusticus, was the proprietor of a small planting interest 
in one of the southern states. The early part of his reli- 
gious course was distinguished for zeal and consistency. It 
was thought when he first came into the church that he 
would become a preacher of the gospel ; such was the ardor 
of his mind in pursuing the objects of his spiritual vocation. 
If any useful enterprise was undertaken he was among the 
first to give it his strenuous support. By his influence the 
occasional services of able and awakening preachers were 
obtained for the neighborhood, societies for the accomplish- 
ment of good objects were formed, and other valuable ex- 
dients connected with the cause of true religion, brought 
into operation. Asa father, husband, and the head of a 
family, he was punctual in the performance of those duties 
which had a bearing upon the eternal welfare of those com- 
mnitted to hiscare. When the period of morning and even- 
ing worship arrived, Rusticus was to be seen amid the fa- 
mily circle, leading their devotions, and commending them 
to the guardian care of a merciful Providence. But, alas! 
the case has been sadly changed. During one of those 
years when, by the unexpected changes which took place in 
the price of cotton, he suddenly passed from middling cir- 
cumstances to comparative affluence, his mind became 
tainted with an ardent passion for having and holding. His 
intercourse with God became less frequent; he became too 
busy to find time for the duties of the family altar; the 
place of worship to which he had previously resorted with 
cheerfulness, suddenly receded from him to such a distance 
as to make it quite too laborious to visit it on the sabbath; 
the good savor of divine things which he once breathed, no 
longer filled his conversation ; and now, like Jeshurun, he 
has grown fat, and his soulis lean. Before he became rich, 
he could afford something out of his temporal means for. 
the support of missions at home and abroad; could pay for 
e religious paper which his wife and children, and Fitnself 
would read with interest ; could find something to give the 
minister who served his church, and to bestow in other acts 
of liberality. Now money has hardened his heart, and his 
name is erased from all the records of benevolence. His 
declension brought to our mind the following couplet :— 
But Satan now, grown wiser than of yore— 
Tempts men by making rich, not making poor. 


He made an 


For the Evangelist. 
TOBACCO. 


The natural effects of tobacco upon the human 
constitution, have heretofore been the principal objec- 
tions to its use. But allow me to inquire, does not 
tobacco invariably have an unfavorable effect on the 
moral condition of the soul? Without entering into 
the argument at present, I will propose the followin 
questions, hoping that the attention of Christians wi 
be directed to this subject. 

1. Does not the use of tobacco create and continue 
a relish for the use of ardent spirits? 

2. The use of tobacco has a powerful influence 
over the nervous system—this every one will admit: 
therefore, does not this unnatural stimulus continual- 
ly operating upon the brain and nerves, tend directly 
to blunt, and in some degree to paralyze all the finer 
feelings of the human soul? 

3. If so, does it not stand in the way of the con- 
victed sinner’s embracing religion, in some degree, 
by the same law as ardent spirits produces the same 
effect ? Se 

4. Is it not also a hindrance to the spirituality of 
the Christian ? 

I will barely say, that as far as my observation goes, 
I do not know a single instance of a Christian, who 
uses tobacco, manifest any high degree of spirituality. 
The use of tobacco as a luxury, is certainly right 
against that self-denial which Christians are called 
upon to practice. : 

I should like to hear the opinion of some experi- 
enced person on this subject. Amicus. 


From the Albany Christian Register. 
SETTLING NIGHT. 


Tradesmen and laborers throw the blame of breaking the 
Sabbath, by bn. bey market on Sabbath morning, upon their 
employers. Ought not christian employers, in all depart- 
ments of business, to be abie to clear their skirts of this sin. 
By paying off their men on Friday night, they would take 
away that excuse from their jes hm It. is, indeed, too 
well founded. That it would be productive of a little incon- 
venience to the fe ard at first, may be granted. What 
then? Let them look to the importance of the object to be ac- 
complished. No reformation was ever effected without the 
inconvenience inevitably consequent on breaking up old es- 
tablished practices. I w tbat there are persons in the 
city who have adopted the plan of paying on Priday night : 
and I know too, that any little inconvenience it éauses them in 
their money arrangements, is far outweighed by the satis- 
faction they themselves derive from getting rid of the world 
at an early hour on Saturday, and having a quiet Saturday 
evening: and they have tlie sweets of an approving con- 
science into the bargain. TRY IT. 


THE GREAT QUESTION. 

The great question, after al] that can be said about 
measures, is on the right preparation of the heart. 
Reader, this is the question, the first, almost the only 
question :—Is there a reyival of religion in your own 
heart? If there is, then you will “bestir yourself.” 
If there is not ; if you are still at ease in Zion, still 
unprepared in heart for the coming of the 

the power of his Spirit, then it is time for personal 
repentance and personal humiliation.— West. Rer. 








